
Inside this issue:  Meeting & Event Dates  
WPRA:   WPRA - 3rd Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.* Jun 17ñJul 15 

City:    City Council - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m.* 

   Economic Development Council - 2nd Thursday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Finance - 1st Tuesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Land Use - 3rd Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m.* 

  Plan Commission - 3rd Tuesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Public Safety - 3rd Wednesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Transportation - 2nd Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.* 

Around the Town:  Boy Scouts - Every Monday @ 7:00 p.m. 

   Garden Club - 3rd Monday @ 7:00 p.m.* 

  Lions Club Regular - 4th Monday @ 6:00 p.m.***  

  Lions Club Board - 2nd Monday @ 6:00 p.m.***  

   Neighborhood Watch - 2nd Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m.* 

   Township - 2nd Monday @ 7:30 p.m.* 

Whatõs Next:  Jamboree - Saturday, June 5 ** 

   4th of July Parade - Sunday, 10:00 a.m.** 

   Concert in the Park - Sunday, Jul 11 & Aug 8 @ 4:00 

   Annual MassñSunday, Aug 1 @10:30 ** 

 

Location:    *City Hall  **See Article  ***Champs West 
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West Peoria News 
Published by the West Peoria Residentsõ Association 

Whoõs Who in West Peoria, Bob DeSutter 

   If there were a Mr. West Peoria, that honor would 

very likely go to Bob DeSutter.   

   His political leadership role for the last fifteen years 

has been as a member of the West Peoria Township 

Board, serving as a trustee from 1995 to 2001 and as 

the Township Supervisor from 2001 to the present. 

   Also, DeSutter is currently serving as the treasurer of 

the Peoria County Officials Association. 

   However, DeSutter is not the type of leader who is 

content to serve on committees making decisions.  He 

is more the type of leader 

who puts hands and feet 

to those decisionsñthe 

type who gets things 

done. 

   For instance, DeSutter 

is not just òonó the West 

Peoria Residentsõ Beautifi-

cation Committee; pass-

ers-by at various spots in 

the city can often see Bob 

with shovel in hand, do-

ing the hard labor that 

helps make West Peoria beautiful. 

   DeSutter is never just standing around at the West 

Peoria Jamboreeõs Scout Carnival and on West Peoria 

Cleanup Day.  He is doing the work that makes each 

event a success. 

   Probably the most effective use of his time has been 

spent working with young people.  Having been in-

volved in Scouting for the last 29 years, DeSutter has 

been the Assistant Cub Master, Cub Master, and cur-

rently is the Committee Chairman of Pack 11 Cub 

Scouts.   

   He once held the position of Assistant Scout Master 

and is currently the Scout Master of Troop 11 Boy 

Scouts. 

   As further proof of his desire to help mold the lives of 

young people, DeSutter helped coach the West Peoria 

Little League and Peoria Junior Soccer Association. 

   Before his service to West Peoria began, DeSutter 

started out his adult life by first serving his country in 

the United States Army for three years (1966-1969), 

serving one year in Viet Nam.    

   When Bob married Sandy thirty-eight years ago, they 

moved to West Peoria, where they raised two sons, 
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Highlights from the WPRA Minutes 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association plays an im-

portant role in the success of community activities.  

During the current season, the WPRA contributed or will 

contribute by: 

Informing WPRA residents (through the West Peoria 

News and at meetings) about the availability of plots 

for the Catholic Social Servicesõ community garden 

Setting up a table for the distribution of information 

about WPRA at the Craft and Vendor Sale at Fran-

ciscan Park on May 22. 

Entering  a float in the 2010 Fourth of July Parade 

Running a sno cone booth at the West Peoria Jam-

boree on June 5 

Donating $100 to the fund for the  Veteransõ Me-

morial Day Ceremony held at FRC  on May 29 

Planning and conducting the 2010 West Peoria 

Jamboree Run through the efforts of Chairman Beth 

Gilbert, a WPRA board member 

Helping residents on Laura Avenue with a problem 

pertaining to the entrance to the FRC trackñthe 

WPRA Board of Directors contacted the Peoria Park 

District, which then repaired the entrance. 

Completing the latest WPRA website upgradeñthe 

work of the website committee 

   Members of the following WPRA committees are busy 

carrying out their responsibilities: 

Beautification Committee:  The committee is making 

plans to plant flowers at the sites of all the Welcome 

to West Peoria Signs and on the corners of Sterling 

and Rohmann Avenues.  Jan Powers, the committee 

chairman, has resigned after donating her time for 

several years in her efforts to make West Peoria 

Beautiful.  Thanks to her for all her hard work.  

Thanks, also, to the committee members and to new 

volunteers who have offered to help with the plant-

ing this spring.  Help is still needed.  Anyone inter-

ested in helping with these projects, please contact a 

WPRA board member. 

Social Activities Committee:  WPRA Board Member 

Maggie Moore is working with the Peoria Park Dis-

trict to plan two concerts in the park this summer.   

Education Committee:  WPRA President David 

Pittman is contacting a Dist. 150 official regarding 

the funds the WPRA will be donating to Calvin Coo-

lidge for new computers. 

   The May meeting of the WPRA featured Ameren rep-

resentatives who discussed the upgrading of West Peo-

riaõs 270 streetlights. 

Bob DeSutter  

Mark and Brian.  Both sons followed Bobõs footsteps as 

graduates of Manual High School.  When his sons 

were at Manual, DeSutter was president of the Manual 

Booster Club. 

   Mark DeSutter and his wife Michelle live in Peoria 

with their son Alex.  Brian DeSutter and his wife Julie 

live in Washington, Illinois, with their children Issac and 

Eve.  Whenever Bob DeSutter and his wife Sandy are 

not serving West Peoria, they are undoubtedly spend-

ing time with these three grandchildren.   In Bobõs other 

spare moments, he enjoys fishing and hunting. 

   DeSutter worked for Caterpillar at the Morton plant 

for 35 years, retiring in 2003.  He worked with and for 

his co-workers for many years as a union steward for 

Local 974. 

   A lifelong member of Peoriaõs St. Boniface/St. Annõs 

Catholic Church, DeSutter literally carries out a 

òleadershipó role on most Sundays by ushering parish-

ioners to their seats.  Also, he is a member of the 

Knights of Columbus.  As a member of St. Jude, DeSut-

ter has volunteered many hours of his time in service to 

that organization. 

    In 1990, DeSutter, most deservedly, was named the 

Grand Marshal to lead that yearõs West Peoria Fourth 

of July parade.  That honor was in no way a culmina-

tion of his service to West Peoria.  Whenever there is 

anything going on in West Peoria, Bob DeSutter will be 

thereñalmost always with his wife Sandy. 

WPRA News 
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WPRA News 

SENIOR TIPS 

    The Central Illinois Agency on Aging, Inc., an or-

ganization for helping older persons, offers services 

such as: 

Grocery shopping and running errands 

Yard work and light housework   

Friendly visits 

   For more information call the Central Illinois Agency 

on Aging, Inc., at 309-674-2017. 

Brady, John T. & Mary Ellen 

Donahue, Jim & Joanne 

Dow, Nathan 

Endres, John W. 

Happ, Annamarie 

Hawksworth, John & Doris 

Irwin, Mary 

Karstensen, B. D. 

Kennedy, Sharon 

Lentz, G. 

Messing, Marci 

Onyun, Jim & Margaret 

Powers, Michael & Janice 

Roberts, Steve & Barb 

Roos, Rich & Sue 

Russell, Mike & Marilyn 

Shane, Eleanor 

Teague, Leon 

Vickroy, Laurie 

Witkowski, Charles & Barbara  

WPRA 2010 Membership 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association now has 216 

memberships for 2010.  Although all residents receive 

the West Peoria News, we wish to thank our members 

whose dues help to finance this publication and other 

WPRA projects.  The WPRA cordially invites all West 

Peorians to attend our meetings and to become active 

in carrying out projects that benefit our community.  

These are the names of new members since our last 

issue: 
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Please Patronize our advertisers...Their businesses support the West Peoria economy and bring you the  

West  Peoria News 

WPRA News 

WPRA Website 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association encourages  

e v e r y o n e  t o  v i s i t  i t s  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.westpeoriaresidents.org.   

   Past issues of the West Peoria News have introduced 

several sections of the website.  In this issue, the section 

called òImage Galleriesó is featured. 

   Access the site using the above address.  Use the 

navigation menu on the left side of the page to click on 

òImage Galleries.ó 

    A list of the main galleries is displayed.  The main 

galleries consist of one for òHistoryéRemember Whenó 

photos and one for each previous year of photosé

2009, 2008, and 2007.   

   Clicking on the title of a main gallery will access a list 

of sub-galleries:  various history galleries or events 

from a particular year.  Then click on the title of one of 

the sub-galleries, i.e., Guardian Angel Home under 

òHistoryéRemember When.ó  The photos within that 

gallery will then be displayed.  To view a slideshow of 

the photos within this gallery, click on any photo. 

   WPRA wishes to thank the photographers who have 

contributed their work to make this section of the web-

site possible. 

http://www.westpeoriaresidents.org/
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Award Winning West Peorians 

   In an effort to recognize the contributions of local busi-

nesses that support their community in the face of the cur-

rent economic challenges, Rep. Jehan Gordon (D-Peoria) 

recently accepted nominations for her Good Neighbor 

Business of the Year Award. òMany businesses in our 

community go above and beyond their duty to make our 

neighborhoods stronger, and there is a lot of goodwill 

that often goes overlooked,ó Gordon said. òI believe that 

businesses that make it a mission to donate their time, 

services and energy to helping our community should be 

recognized, and this recognition program will allow con-

sumers to single out businesses that show that type of 

dedication.ó A panel of local leaders selected the top five 

businesses among all nominees. The businesses were 

honored by a resolution in the Illinois House of Represen-

tatives. The city of West Peoria nominated Haddadõs Mar-

ket for this award and it was chosen as one of the five 

businesses chosen for the Good Neighbor Business of the 

Year Award. 

   Kim Hanks, a city of West Peoria resident, has received 

an Education Administrator Award. Kim has lived in West 

Peoria for many years. She has served on the Plan Com-

mission and was also appointed twice to unexpired City 

Council terms. She also worked with the West Peoria 

Township to secure funding for a Youth Drama Program 

and served on the Mapping Committee in 2004, which 

was a strategic planning initiative. She has volunteered 

her time, effort, and talent many times to the city of West 

Peoria. 

City Hall Office Hours 

Monday - Friday / 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

(309) 674-1993 

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com 

Township Relief Office Hours 

Tue - Wed - Thu / 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

TO REGISTER A COMPLAINT  

OR REPORT A CODE VIOLATION: 

Please email: code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com or 

Phone Mr. Dan Sullivan at: 674-1993 or 370 -1142.  

The Code Officerõs hours are: 

Monday-Tuesday / 8 AM-5 PM 

Wednesday-Thursday-Friday / 8 AM-12 PM 

All information is confidential.  You do not need to give 

your name when reporting a violation. 

City News  

Reminders from City Hall: 

Landscape Waste Pickupñincluded in Waste Man-

agement billsñis picked up every Friday at the curb. 

Keep grass and weeds trimmed.  Residents will receive 

a violation notification if grass or weeds are more 

than 9 inches tall. 

Residents are responsible for keeping their section of 

the alley free of trash, the grass mowed, and the 

winds trimmed at all times.  Residents are asked to 

check their section of the alleyway for branches, 

weeds, trash, etc.   

Residents are asked to clean up after their animals.  

Animal waste attracts rats and other rodents. 

A pet must be controlled by a line or leash no more 

than 6 foot long when the pet is not on the ownerõs 

property.   

There are still funds available for the Residential 

Paint Reimbursement program, which offers reim-

bursement of paint costs to residents who wish to 

paint the exterior of their homes or accessory struc-

tures (sheds, storage units, or garages). 

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/new_ordinances.asp
mailto:code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com
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Government Day, held on April 30, gave 45 stu-

dents from Calvin Coolidge, St. Mark, Manual, and 

Notre Dame a hands-on opportunity to learn how 

township and city government conduct business. 

Whatõs Been Happeninõ 

For Additional Photos, please visit: 

http://www.westpeoriaresidents.org/ 

Click on Image Galleries 

OR 

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/ 

Mouse over Activities/Events &  

Click on West Peoria  News 

Easter Egg Hunt 

City News  
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Stephen Stephanhoff 

   West Peorian Stephen Stephanhoff, a 1941 Manual 

graduate, was a Bradley University sophomore in 1943 

when he was drafted and sent to boot camp at the 

Great Lakes Naval Training Center in Chicago, Illinois.   

   After boot camp Stephen was sent to Banning, Cali-

fornia, where the Navy trained him as a baker, taking 

advantage of the knowledge and experience he had 

gained from his father who was a baker.  The elder 

Stephanhoff had leased the Baker Systems Bakery at 

1400 S. Adams Street and later bought the bakery and 

changed the name to Stephanoffõs Bakery. 

   After completing his training in Banning, California, 

where he was stationed for about a year, he served a 

second tour of duty as a baker for another year at San 

Clements Island.  While there he played shortstop for 

the Navy baseball team.   

   This baseball experience gave Stephen the encour-

agement to leave the Navy in 1945 (with òpointsó) to 

take his chances at a new career as a result of his ac-

ceptance to the St. Louis Cardinalõs Farm Team.  Even 

though he did not make the team, he still considers the 

experience one of the highlights of his life and remains 

an ardent Cardinal fan. 

   He then re-enlisted with the Navy.  His third assign-

ment was in San Francisco on his first shipñthe USS 

Randolph CV15 (named after Peyton Randolph, the first 

President of the Continental Congress).  

   Having endured a òkamikazeó hit, the USS Randolph 

was in dry-dock when Stephen went on board.  For the 

next two years, Stephen once again served the Navy as 

a baker and played on the shipõs baseball team. 

   Stephenõs fourth assignment was on the USS Larson 

DDR830 (named after Everett F. Parkson, Pvt 1
st
 class, 

killed on Guadalcanal).   After two more years as a 

baker, Stephen developed a skin rash probably from 

being exposed to so much yeast and, therefore, could 

no longer serve in the baking unit.   

   Stephen was then sent to Electronic Tech School at 

Navy Pier, where he graduated first in his class.  This 

training led to his service on the USS Greene DDR711 

(named after Eugene A. Greene, a Navy officer who 

served at the Battle of Midway) as an E.T. (Electronics 

Tech), specializing in radar and sonar. 

   He spent a short sixth assignment on the USS Boxer 

CV21 (named after a British ship captured in the War 

of 1812). 

   Serving on his fifth and last shipñthe USS Badoeng 

Strait CVE116 at Newport, Rhode IslandñStephen par-

ticipated in the shipõs mission called Operation Red-

wing, whose purpose was to conduct a series of tests of 

atomic weapons and devices at a location about 22 

miles off shore between the island Einwetoc and Bikine. 

   In the early morning all the crew would be on deckñ

the officers wearing special glasses and the crew kneel-

ing face down as the weapons were fired off.  The ship 

would follow the mushroom cloud so that the fall-out 

would fall on the ship.  A Geiger Counter and special 

wash were used to measure the amount of gamma and 

alpha that had fallen on the ship. 

   During his naval career, Stephen traveled to many 

countries.  Once he and the others in his crew had a 

personal audience with Pope Pius XII  His shipõs base-

ball team introduced baseball to a crowd of several 

thousand at Plymouth, England. 

   In 1956 Stephen received an honorable discharge 

that ended his career in the navy and returned to Peo-

ria with his family.  He first worked at Doddõs Bakery, 

then for the quality control division at Caterpillar, and 

later at the Post Office from which he retired in 1981 at 

which time he took up a new sport, tennis, and became 

an instructor.  Stephen has lived in West Peoria on 

Barker since 1975. 

West Peoria Military  

The West Peoria News and the WPRAõs website will pub-

lish the names of all those West Peorians or their family 

members who are currently serving in the military or 

those who have served in any of this countryõs military 

endeavors in the past.  We would like also to remember 

those West Peorians who may now be deceased.   




