
Inside this issue:  Meeting & Event Dates  
WPRA:   WPRA - 3rd Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.* Feb 18 - Mar 18 

   (Meeting Speakers Listed on Page 5) 

City:    City Council - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m.* 

   Economic Development Council - 2nd Thursday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Finance - 1st Tuesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Land Use - 3rd Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m.* 

  Plan Commission - 3rd Tuesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Public Safety - 3rd Wednesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Transportation - 2nd Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.* 

Around the Town:  Boy Scouts - Every Monday @ 7:00 p.m. 

   Garden Club - 3rd Monday @ 7:00 p.m.* 

  Lions Club Regular - 4th Monday @ 7:00 p.m.* 

  Lions Club Board - 2nd Monday @ 6:00 p.m.* 

   Neighborhood Watch - 2nd Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m.* 

   Township - 2nd Monday @ 7:30 p.m.* 

Whatõs Next:  Easter Egg Hunt - Sunday, March 28 @ 1:30p.m. ** 
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West Peoria News 
Published by the West Peoria Residentsõ Association 

Running for the òHealthó of It! 

By Sharon Kennedy 

   West Peoria is a runnerõs mecca. The streets are 

ideally flat and around almost every corner is a 

little bit of green, wide open space. Some like to 

run on the streets, some on the track at Franciscan 

Park, some on the golf course, or some even in the 

cemeteries. Even as the temperatures dip below 

zero now and soar to the 90s in the summer, run-

ners can be seen from early morning till late at 

night. 

   Itõs this addiction to running that so many people 

have that convinced the Peoria Park District to in-

clude the walking/running track at Franciscan from 

its inception. The number of runners here were 

also the inspiration for the Jamboree Run, which is 

held the first Saturday in June. These arenõt just 

baby boomers trying to keep fit. The Jamboree Run 

attracts people from 8 to 80. 

   For many years West Peoria has been òthe 

courseó for many junior high and senior high 

school cross country runners to practice. The 

Guardian Angel, aka Spalding Athletic Field, is 

often the starting line or the finish line for the 

teens. 

   The reason why seemingly normal people tend to 

become obsessed with this form of exercise is as var-

ied as their ages. For one West Peorian, itõs for good 

Phil and His Niece Michelle 
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Running for the òHealthó of It! 

health ð not only his but for people he doesnõt even 

know. Phil Roberts took up running in 2003 at age 

45. With a diagnosis of Type 2 diabetes, Phil learned 

that if he ran all the time he could eat more freely. 

According to Phil, òRunning allows me to eat more 

normally, keep my sugar in check, and keep in 

shape. It was this diagnosis that prompted me to start 

running.ó  

   òThe first time I actually ran in competition was in 

ôBuilding Steam,õ which is sort of a prelim to get in 

shape for the Steamboat Race,ó Phil said, that got 

him in shape and hooked. 

   Phil and his son Alex usually run the Jamboree Run 

ð just not together. It seems Alex is a little faster. 

   His first ĳ marathon, which is 13.1 miles, took 

place in Indianapolis, where over 30,000 people 

took to the streets, and it took him just under two 

hours. This winter he decided to take part in a ĳ 

marathon in Memphis, as a result of his tradition of 

running in the St. Jude Run from Memphis to Peoria 

in August. Fellow runners joined him and thought it 

would be a balmy 50 or 60 degrees in early Decem-

ber. According to Phil, òBoy!  Were we surprised 

when the temperature that morning hit a mere 24 

degrees at the start of the race. Fortunately, I was 

prepared and dressed for it, but many of the runners 

were not. One benefit of many of these races that 

people donõt realize is that during the race when run-

ners shed their warm clothing along the route, volun-

teers pick up the articles of clothing and donate them 

to homeless shelters.ó Phil thinks itõs a neat idea. 

   When asked how he got involved with the St. Jude 

Run, he quickly answered, òMy niece was diagnosed 

with a rare form of cancer at age 16 and was a St. 

Jude patient. Thankfully, she is a survivor and has 

been cancer-free for three years. I decided I wanted 

to help her and others like her. One thing I could do 

was run, so it seemed like a natural thing for me.ó 

Philõs had no trouble raising money for his cause. 

òThe generosity of family and friends is a constant 

amazement to me each year. I have visited the Hos-

pital in Memphis and stayed at the Ronald McDon-

ald House. The atmosphere is astonishing. People 

there are so upbeat, so energized.  It really gets you 

pumped.ó 

   Phil is looking forward to spending the week-long 

St. Jude adventure with son Alex, who will be 18 this 

year and eligible to participate. Some may remember 

that Phil is a former West Peoria City Councilman 

and active in many local events. 

   Phil was so gracious to share his story with us and 

asked only one thing . . . that I include the following 

information to let West Peorians know how they can 

donate to St. Jude or how they can participate in the 

Run.  

 

Contact the St. Jude Run office at  

4722 N. Sheridan Road or call 679-4580. 
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WPRA News 

Happy New Year from WPRA 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association Board of 

Directors would like to thank all West Peoria Resi-

dents  for their support in 2009. At this time we are 

asking all of our members to renew their member-

ships for 2010 and would, also, like to invite all resi-

dents who are not current members to join the 

WPRA.  In 2009 we had over 200 household mem-

berships and would like to add even more in 2010.  

Following is a brief summary of the WPRAõs 2009 

activities. 

Published six issues of the West Peoria News 

Maintained and improved the WPRA Website 

Held our 2
nd

 Annual  Spring Parking Lot Sale 

Sponsored  the West Peoria Jamboree Run 

Participated in the West Peoria Jamboree 

Entered a float in the 4
th
 of July parade 

Participated in West Peoria Night Out Against 

Crime 

Sponsored the West Peoria Beautiful Award Con-

test 

Provided and maintained the flowers at the Cor-

ners of  Rohmann and Sterling 

Sponsored the West Peoria Christmas Party 

Co-sponsored the  West Peoria Holiday Lighting  

Contest 

Received donations from  our members to re-

place West Peoria American flags 

Implemented a fundraiser to provide additional 

computers for Calvin Coolidge Middle School  

Provided Christmas decorations for the 

òWelcome to West Peoriaó wall 

Featured informative speakers at four of our 

membership meetings 

   In 2010 the WPRA will work to maintain and/or 

improve our 2009 projects.  We hope that more of 

our members will join us in our efforts to accomplish 

our goals.  New volunteers are needed to make our 

WPRA activities and projects successful.   Please con-

tact any board member if you have an interest in vol-

unteering, and to offer new ideas or suggestions.   

WPRA meetings are held on the third Thursday of 

each month at the West Peoria City Hall at  

6:30 p.m. 
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Patrick 411 Inc.  

Patrick Jeschke  

309-673-1432 Office  

309-807-2138 Fax 

 

WestPeoria@Patrick411.com  
 

Shop.Patrick411.com  

 

Telecommunications and  

Networking Specialists  

Wireless Networks  

PC Upgrade /Repair  

PC Backup Service  

Anti -Virus Software  

Network Cabling  

Phone Systems  

Security Cameras  

And so much more!  

 

WPRA News 

WPRA Website 

    The West Peoria Residentsõ 

Association encourages every-

one to visit its website site at 

www.westpeoriaresidents.org.  

In past issues of the West Peo-

ria News, readers have been 

introduced to the websiteõs 

Home Page, the Calendar with 

its Meeting/Event sections, the 

News, and the History sections 

of the site.  For this issue the 

Military section of the site is 

featured.   

MILITARY:   

   After accessing the above 

website address, click on 

òMilitaryó from the navigation 

menu on the left side of the 

page.  The content of the 

òMilitaryó will be displayed with 

an introduction, explaining 

what the city of West Peoria 

has done to recognize its veter-

ans and how the West Peoria 

News and the website commit-

tee uses both venues as a way 

to honor our veterans. 

   On the left-hand side of the 

òMilitaryó page, click on either 

òActive Dutyó or òVeteranó to 

access specific information 

about West Peorians who serve or have served in the 

military.   

   The òActive Dutyó site provides the names of mili-

tary personnel currently serving.  Click on a name to 

read specific information about that personõs field of 

service.   

   The òVeteranó site first displays a list of time peri-

ods in the military history of the United States.  Click 

on a specific time period to access the names of vet-

erans who have served during that particular military 

conflict.  Clicking on a specific name will provide the 

military history of that particular individual. 

   Look on the right-hand side of the òActive Dutyó 

and òVeteranó pages to read the instructions as to 

how to submit military information to the West Peoria 

News and the website committee.  Please provide 

v 

information about any West Peorians who are not 

already listed or provide updates on any of those 

who are currently serving so that we can honor those 

who serve our country.   

http://www.westpeoriaresidents.org/
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WPRA News 

News Articles 

   The West Peoria News committee always 

welcomes suggestions for articles and stories.  

We are especially interested in receiving arti-

cles related to West Peoria history and/or 

West Peorians who have served this commu-

nity in a special way.   

   Any of the following ways of providing the 

West Peoria News with such articles would be 

welcome.  Write an article to appear as writ-

ten in the West Peoria News and/or request 

that the article be edited by our staff and re-

turned to the writer for final approval.  For 

those who have interesting stories to tell but 

do not feel comfortable writing an article for 

publication, the West Peoria News staff would 

be happy to receive the information and to 

write an article (perhaps with some additional 

information) for publication.   

   Anyone who has a story to tell, please con-

tact a West Peoria News committee member 

by phone or e-mail.  Also, please contact us 

if there are any West Peoria events that de-

serve coverage in the news.   

WPRA 

Regular Meeting  
 

February 18  

Nancy Blackwell  

Genealogical Society  

 

March 18  

Rusty Tribe -  Ameren  
Residential Energy Issues  

(Conservation Programs & Billing Options)  

 

May 20 

Rusty Tribe -  Ameren  
Street Lighting Upgrade Options  
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City News  

TO REGISTER A COMPLAINT  

OR REPORT A CODE VIOLATION: 

 

Please email: code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com or 

Phone Mr. Dan Sullivan at: 674-1993 or 370 -1142.  

 

The Code Officerõs hours are: 

Monday-Tuesday / 8 AM-5 PM 

Wednesday-Thursday-Friday / 8 AM-12 PM 

 

All information is confidential.  You do not need to give 

your name when reporting a violation. 

West Peoriaõs 2009 Significant Events 

 

4
th
 of July Parade ð Clonmel Marching Band (Banna 

Chluain Meala) 

The West Peoria 4
th
 of July Parade is always a very 

special event.  In 2009 the parade became an inter-

national super-event. The award winning Clonmel 

Marching Band of Ireland was the feature of the 

2009 parade.   

 

Illinois American Water and Stever Water District 

Illinois American has agreed to provide water to the 

homes in the Stever Water District. 

 

Biddison Annexation 

Harry Biddison asked to have his property at 3100 

Farmington Road annexed into West Peoria.  Harry 

operates Biddisonõs Auto Sales at the location. 

 

Regional Retail Study 

The city of West Peoria participated in a Regional 

Retail Study sponsored by the Economic Develop-

ment Council for Central Illinois.  In all, nine Central 

Illinois cities participated in the study. The study, 

which is the first in this region involving multiple mu-

nicipal government participants, included informa-

tion regarding retail potential for each targeted area 

and customer profiles and, also, recommended spe-

cific retailers that meet local customersõ demands 

among other things.   

 

Economic Development Council 

The intent of the Council is to create an effective and 

aggressive economic development team. The func-

tion of the Commission is to assist with the planning, 

development and implementation of an Economic 

and Community Development Program for West 

Peoria.   

 

United Disciples Christian Church 

The United Disciples Christian Church closed in May 

of 2009.  In June of 2009 the West Peoria City 

Council purchased the church for $10. The church 

has been a part of West Peoria since 1924.   

 

Condominium Development and Annexation of 

Property 

Prakash and Ratna Babu are planning a condomin-

ium development at the top of the west bluff over-

looking Kickapoo Creek.  In 2009 they requested to 

have the property to be developed annexed into 

West Peoria.   

 

West Peoria City Council Elections 

In  2009 Andy OõNeill was elected as a new Coun-

cilman for the fourth ward of West Peoria.  The three 

Councilmen reelected to the City Council were LeRoy 

Dohm, Jr. (ward one), Brian Ganson (ward three), 

and Jerry Meismer (ward two). 

 

Waste Management ð Waste Collection Contract 

The City Council agreed to extend the contract with 

Waste Management for an additional year.  In addi-

tion, Jeff Reagan will continue operating his route in 

West Peoria.   

Winter Street Reminders 

 

   A Parking Ban on all West Peoria streets will be 

issued whenever 2 or more inches of snow is pre-

dicted.   

 

PARKING BANS WILL BE POSTED 

ON ALL LOCAL TELEVISION STATIONS 

 

   It is against City Code to shovel your snow into 

the street.  Doing so only slows down the process 

of clearing the streets.   

mailto:code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com


Living is Best...to the West of Peoria! February 2010 Page 7 

 

 

City Hall Office Hours 

Monday - Friday / 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

(309) 674-1993 

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com 

 

Township Relief Office Hours 

Tue - Wed - Thu / 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

City News  

Clonmel Marching Band Update 

   At the November  24 West Peoria City Council 

meeting, Mayor Dillon told the council that he had 

attended a Clonmel Society meeting.  At that meet-

ing, they passed around an article and pictures from 

an Irish newspaper that told about the Clonmel 

Marching Bandõs participation in the 2009 West 

Peoria Fourth of July Parade.  The article quoted 

members of the Clonmel Band, stating that marching 

in the rain helped them prepare to win the title of 

Best Marching Band.  The marching band won every 

competition in which they participated.   

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/new_ordinances.asp


Living is Best...to the West of Peoria! Page 8  

 

 

City News  

Census 

   The city of West Peoria is asking that all residents 

participate in the 2010 United States Census, a 

count mandated by the United States Constitution 

and conducted every ten years.  In mid-March every-

one living in the United States must participate in this 

census.  See the December issue of the West Peoria 

News for the first part of this article.  A ten-question 

form will be mailed or delivered to every household 

in America.  This form must be returned by April 1, 

2010, in the prepaid envelope that is provided with 

the form. 

   The confidentiality of personal census data is one 

of the major concerns of citizens, who fear that the 

information provided on the census form will be 

shared.  In fact, the law forbids the sharing of this 

information with any other entity.  Private information 

obtained on this form is never published. 

   Individual answers from the census are protected 

by law (Title 13 of the U.S. Code, Section 9) and are 

strictly confidential.  It is illegal for the Census Bu-

reau or its employees to share personal information 

gained through the census process with any other 

governmental agencies, including law enforcement, 

the IRS, Welfare, the FBI, Immigration, etc.   

   An individualõs information is used only to produce 

statistics and the answers cannot be used against the 

individual by any government agency or court.  All 

Census Bureau employees take the oath of nondis-

closure and are sworn for life to protect the confiden-

tiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure 

is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to 

five years or both.  No court of law and not even the 

President of the United States can access individual 

responses.  

   In fact, in 1953ñduring the Truman administra-

tionñthe White House had to undergo renovation, 

requiring the President to relocate until the renova-

tion was completed.   In an effort to ensure the Presi-

dentõs safety, the Secret Service wanted to perform 

background checks on the residents living in the pro-

Support your West Peoria businesses. 

These businesses provide sales tax dollars for your City. 

posed relocation area.  Therefore, the Secret Service 

requested information from the Census Bureau about 

the residents.  However, because census data is con-

fidentialñeven to the Presidentñ the request was 

denied. 

   The census form requires that each person living at 

a given address will provide the following informa-

tion:  name, age, gender, race, and other relevant 

data.  Residents who have mailed the census form in 

before the deadline should not be visited by a census 

taker. 

   The Better Business Bureau (BBB), of course, ad-

vises people to be cooperative with census takers.  

However, the BBB does want to warn people to be 

cautious to avoid becoming a victim of fraud or 

identity theft.  There are those who might choose to 

pose as census workers to obtain information for 

their own purposes.   

   The BBB wants all residents to know how to decide 

if the person who knocks on their doors is a U.S. 

Census worker or a con artist.   Any U.S. Census 

worker will be carrying a badge, a handheld device, 

a Census Bureau canvas bag, and a confidentiality 

notice.  When answering the door, a resident should 

be sure the Census worker is carrying these items 

and ask to see the workerõs badge before answering 

any questions.   

   Census takers will not ask for Social Security num-

bers and/or credit card or banking informationñ

anyone asking for such information is not a bona 

fide census taker.  Census takers certainly will not 

solicit donations.  The Census Bureau might ask for 

basic financial information such as salary range, but 

questions about oneõs financial situation do not have 

to be answered. 

   The Census Bureau does not conduct the 2010 

Census via e-mail or the Internet. 

   For more information, please contact Shannon Ruh 

at (309) 494-8649 or sruh@ci.peoria.il.us or Peoria 

City Council Member At-Large Ryan Spain at (309) 

256-2414 or rspain@ci.peoria.il.us. 

mailto:sruh@ci.peoria.il.us
mailto:rspain@ci.peoria.il.us
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