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West Peoria News 
Published by the West Peoria Residentsõ Association 

4th of July Parade  

   With beautiful weather and a crowd of onlookers 

in red, white, and blue attire, West Peoriaõs Fourth of 

July Parade was once again a huge success.  

   Entries included over ninety groups representing a 

wide range of organizations, including service or-

ganizations, churches, political associations, a variety 

of clubs, local businesses, fire departments, and mili-

tary and veteran groups. 

   This yearõs Grand Marshal 

was Phil Roberts, a long time 

resident of West Peoria and  

former  Ward 4 City Council 

member.   

   This yearõs trophy winners in 

the various categories were as 

follows: 

   Best of Show awarded to 

the Peoria Area Military Vehi-

cles, a display of restored 

World War II military vehicles 

(trophy donated by South Side 

Bank). 

   Most Patriotic presented to the 10
th
 Illinois Volun-

teer Cavalry Regiment, a marching group with horses 

and color guard (trophy donated by the West Peoria 

Lions Club). 

   Best Youth Group given to the Peoria Park Dis-

trictõs Summer Senior Band under the direction of 

West Peorian Peggy Bonner (trophy donated by the 

WPRA).   

   Best Service Organization awarded to the Barton-

ville Lions Club (trophy donated by the West Peoria 

Fire Departmentõs Womenõs Auxiliary). 

   Parade organizer Mark Wrhel extends a special 

thanks to the following individuals who helped make 
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4th of July Parade  

the parade a success:  

- Block captainsñCarolyn, Jim, Kim, Cindy, Linda, 

Curt, Kay, Rick, and Erika  

- Terry for the sound system at the park 

- Sister Janice for the invocation  

- Henry for the parking signs and barricades  

- The Peoria County Police Department for crowd 

control  

- Parade Judges, Jeff and Matt from Jim McComb 

Chevrolet  

- The West Peoria Fire Department  

- West Peoria Mayor, Jim Dillon 

- All those that were inadvertently left off the list  

   Planning for next yearõs parade has already begun.  

If anyone knows of a group, especially newcomers, 

that would like to provide an entry for next yearõs pa-

rade, please contact Mark Wrhel at 

mwrhel@comcast.net or call 309-472-4258.  

   Information about the parade can be found at  

www.wplions.org.  

   It is not too early to nominate someone to be next 

year's Grand Marshal.  Please write a brief letter ex-

p l a i n i n g  t h e  c h o i c e  ( i nc l u d e  c o n -

tact  information) and mail to the West Peoria Lions 

Club, Attn: Grand Marshal Committee, 2407 W. 

Rohmann Ave. West Peoria, IL 61604. 

For Additional Photos, please visit: 

http://www.westpeoriaresidents.org/ 

Click on Image Galleries 

OR 

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/ 

Mouse over Activities/Events &  

Click on West Peoria  News 

mailto:mwrhel@comcast.net
http://www.wplions.org/
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WPRA News 

WPRA Presidents Message 

   Summer is always a special time for West Peorians 

to enjoy our great outdoor events that, also, provide 

us the opportunity to visit with our neighbors. The last 

of this summerõs events will be the second concert 

sponsored by the West Peoria Residentsõ Association 

and the Peoria Park District at Franciscan Park.  This 

concert, featuring the Peoria Pops Dixieland Band, 

will be held on August 8, starting at 4:30 p.m.   

Bring your family and friends, some lawn chairs, and 

a picnic basket with food and drinks to enjoy this 

concert at West Peoriaõs very own park.  

   The first of these concerts, featuring the Peoria 

Pops Swing Band, was held on July 11. Earlier this 

summer, West Peoria sponsored the Jamboree Run, 

which was to be followed later in the day by the Jam-

boree; but, unfortunately, the Jamboree itself was 

cancelled by stormy weather.  However, unlike last 

year, this year a beautiful morning of sunshine pro-

vided a perfect day for the West Peoria Fourth of July 

parade. 

   Even when there are no planned events in West 

Peoria, we can all enjoy the day and our great com-

munity by greeting our neighbors and viewing all the 

flowers in bloom as we walk the friendly West Peoria 

streets and shop at our local businesses. 

   I especially want to take this opportunity to thank 

the following people who helped with the WPRAõs 

Fourth of July float this year:  Maggie Moore, Bob 

De Sutter, Jim McCarter, the John Klohr family, John 

Fehl, Loretta Fehl, and Henry Strube.   

   Thousands of people enjoyed West Peoriaõs pa-

rade and left, very aware that our community knows 

how to celebrate the best of America. Over ninety 

parade entries from West Peoria and from nearby 

towns joined together in this strong, proud, well-

organized tribute to our nation. 

   Once again, I would like to invite West Peorians 

who have not yet joined the WPRA this year to join us 

and to help out with our projects.  This year we have 

a record of over 223 WPRA memberships. 

   Also, please join us for our monthly meetings.  Our 

May WPRA meeting featured a great discussion 

about streetlights in our city with participation from 

Ameren officials, West Peoria Lighting District offi-

cials, Senator Dave Koehler, Representative Jehan 

Gordon, City Council members, Township officials, 

and our citizens.  
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WPRA News 

   The discussion included ideas about ways to im-

prove energy efficiency and to save taxpayer dollars.  

We shared opinions about where to invest funds to 

make West Peoria a better community.  The follow-

ing weekñin response to this dialogueñthe WPRA 

Board voted to use the funds from a possible state 

grant to the WPRA to provide the West Peoria Light-

ing District with the money for new lights on Sterling 

Hill when road construction begins for the much 

needed repairs to this area.   

   Also, the WPRA Board voted to donate $200 to the 

West Peoria Lions Clubñto help with the funds 

needed to send two children to Camp Lions at East 

Bay Camp, Bloomington, Illinois, this summer.   

   The WPRA will continue its efforts to help our local 

public school, Calvin Coolidge, become the best 

technologically-equipped school in the area with new 

computers for the student computer lab. District 150 

officials recognize that our neighborhood is moti-

vated to make Calvin Coolidge the best middle 

school in Peoria and the area. We believe that well-

equipped, high quality schools are absolutely crucial 

to keep families involved in West Peoria and in Dis-

trict 150. I am pleased to announce that District 150 

has found additional grant monies to purchase al-

most half of the nearly thirty new computers needed 

for students at Calvin Coolidge.   Anyone who wishes 

to help in this effort or wants more information, 

please contact me or Beth Gilbert, our Education 

Committee Chair.  

   In closing, please take a moment to think about 

the time you are willing to give to West Peoria.  We 

can use your help with gardening (the Beautification 

Committee), planning events (Social Activities Com-

mittee), improving our local schools (Education 

Committee), and/or serving on the WPRA Board of 

Directors. Of course, we want your membership 

dues, but we also need your time and your ideas. 

Just contact any of the board members, either by 

email, on our website, by letter, or by phone. The 

WPRA will work to find a way to help you to become 

active and to get involved. In return, you will be even 

more satisfied when you say to your friends that you 

live and participate in making West Peoria a better 

place to live.   
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WPRA News 

Mary Ann Armbruster 

Judith Chelin 

Larry & Marsha Hines 

Tom & Karen Kroll 

Tim McAvoy 

Bob & Jan Quinton 

Ross & Valerie Wolschlag 

 

WPRA 2010 Membership 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association now has 

223 memberships for 2010.  Although all residents 

receive the West Peoria News, we wish to thank our 

members whose dues help to finance this publication 

and other WPRA projects.  The WPRA cordially invites 

all West Peorians to attend our meetings and to be-

come active in carrying out projects that benefit our 

community.  These are the names of new members 

since our last issue: 
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WPRA News 

WPRA Website 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association encourages 

e v e r y o n e  t o  v i s i t  i t s  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.westpeoriaresidents.org.   

   Past issues of the West Peoria News have intro-

duced several sections of the website.  In this issue, 

the section called òMap & Weatheró is featured. 

   This website can be accessed through the above 

web address.  Use the navigation menu on the left 

side of the page to click on òMap & Weather.ó   A 

map of the West Peoria area will appear to the right 

of the navigation.  Zoom in or out by scrolling with 

the computer mouse.  The current weather conditions 

in West Peoria will be to the right of the map. 

Beautification Committee 

   West Peoria residents and local businesses have 

worked together to help the West Peoria Residentsõ 

Beautification Committee brighten up our city with 

the beautiful flowers growing at several locations. 

   At the corners of Rohmann and Sterling, there are 

flowers on both sides of the streetñin front of Ace 

Hardware and across the street on the property 

owned by Mr. McDonald.    

    John Deal, owner of the John Deal Insurance 

Agency, enhanced the WPRAõs efforts by planting 

pots of flowers in front of his business, providing the 

water for the plants on the corner, and donating 

money to the Beautification Committee. 

   An additional three large pots of flowers greet cus-

tomers as they visit the three businesses in the row of 

buildings near Haddadõs:  Shelter Insurance, the 

Flynn Dance Studio, and the Charm Beauty Shop. 

  Most of the flowers were purchased at a discount 

from Best Buds for $140.     

  Volunteersñ including David Pittman, Teresa Smith

-Pittman, and her daughter Annelyse Smithñhelped 

with the planting.   

   West Peoria City Hall also has two pots of flowers 

outside their door.   

http://www.westpeoriaresidents.org/
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City Hall Office Hours 

Monday - Friday / 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

(309) 674-1993 

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com 

Township Relief Office Hours 

Tue - Wed - Thu / 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Support your 

West Peoria businesses. 

These businesses provide 

sales tax dollars for your city. 

City News  

West Peoria Economic Development Activity 

   The plans to annex property west of West Peoria 

are progressing.  At its June 8, 2010, meeting, the 

West Peoria City Council voted to annex the Peoria 

Speedway to West Peoria.  The area to be annexed 

includes three properties, all owned by Sherrie Ham-

ilton. 

   The Peoria Speedway, located on Farmington 

Road since 1964, has been providing dirt track rac-

ing in the Peoria area for 63 years.  Sherrie Hamilton 

says, òIt is the finest and fastest quarter-mile dirt track 

in Illinois.ó  

    In addition to annexing this property, the City 

Council approved a professional services agreement 

for a second amendment of the West Peoria TIF Dis-

trict 1 with Jacob & Klein of Bloomington, Illinois. 

   Also, the West Peoria City Council held a public 

hearing in regard to the proposed annexation agree-

ment with the Peoria Disposal Company.   


