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ria Run committee. 

   These additional funds have allowed the WPRA to 

install a fourth òWelcome to West Peoriaó sign, this 

one placed at Sterling and Manor Parkway. We also 

obtained donations from our members to help re-

place American flags that line the streets of West 

Peoria.   

   Fourth, our members have provided their services 

in carrying out the business of the WPRA and in mak-

ing the WPRA-sponsored events a success.  All five 

positions on the WPRA Board of Directors have been 

filled.  The WPRA continued our three active commit-

tees:    Social Activities, Beautification, and Educa-

tion.  We continued to work with the Neighborhood 

Block Watch program and the County Sherriffõs De-

partment to expand crime prevention programs into 

new neighborhoods. As in the past, we participated 

in the West Peoria Jamboree and the Fourth of July 

Parade and also sponsored the West Peoria Beautiful 

Awards and the 2008 Christmas Party at Franciscan 

Recreation Center. This year we held our First Annual 

Parking Lot Sale, posted a Community Calendar at 

Haddadõs, and improved our WPRA website. We 

also featured political candidates at our membership 

Presidentõs Corner  

     by David Pittman 

   As the West Peoria Residentsõ Association begins 

its twenty-sixth year, I would like to take this time to 

evaluate our progress in 2008 and to suggest some 

goals for 2009.   

   First, our publicationñthe West Peoria Newsñ

added two issues per year, increased its content, 

covered a wider variety of news, and increased the 

number of its advertisers.  We consider this publica-

tion to be a strong symbol of our associationõs goals 

to communicate with everyone in West Peoria and to 

make our city a better place to live.   

   Second, the WPRA increased its membership from 

80 to over 200 households. 

   Third, we added new sources of income.  To help 

pay for the publication of the West Peoria News and 

for WPRA sponsored events, the WPRA received 

grants from West Peoria Township, the city of West 

Peoria, and the Grand Tour of Homes. Additional 

income has come from dues because of increased 

membership, from a parking lot sale, from selling 

snow cone drinks and candy bars at community 

events, and from a donation given by the West Peo-
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WPRA News 

meetings and hosted a very 

well-attended òCandidatesõ 

Night.ó  We worked with the 

Peoria Park District to add 

programs and to improve fa-

cilities at Franciscan Recrea-

tion Center.  

   In 2009 the WPRA will con-

tinue to emphasize communi-

cation among residents in 

West Peoria. We will try to 

get even more people and 

organizations involved and 

find activities to suit the inter-

ests of volunteers. We will 

maintain and try to improve 

our 2008 efforts. We will 

keep trying new ideas.   

   Please consider how you 

can help maintain West Peoria as a viable commu-

nity.  For instance, you can contribute to the cityõs 

economy by shopping at our local businessesñmost 

of whom are our West Peoria News advertisers.  You 

can assure that West Peorians can continue to enjoy 

services offered by the Peoria Park Board by signing 

up for a class at the Franciscan Recreation Center. 

This year, put extra effort into meeting and working 

with your neighbors and other residents, perhaps by 

getting involved in a Neighborhood Block Watch or 

by joining the Volunteer Fire Department, Boy 

Scouts, or the Lions Club. In other words, in 2009 

please help us celebrate and enjoy our great city of 

West Peoria.  

   Now is the time to renew your WPRA membership; 

please join us for another successful year. 
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Educational Excellence Committee 

   Students returning to Manual High School for the 

2008-09 year immediately noticed major changes in 

their schoolñmainly the new faces that greeted them 

as they entered the building and their classrooms.  

The restructuring of Manual High School resulted in 

dramatic changes in staff positions (administrators, 

teachers, and support staff). 

   Manual personnel (25) from 2007-2008 who are 

no longer at Manual: 

¶ 7 administrators and support staff:  principal (to 

Adult Ed), administrative assistant (leave of ab-

sence), two deans, and three counselors (1 to 

Peoria High, 1 to Peoria Alternative, and 1 re-

signed) 

¶ 12 regular division teachers were transferred:  5 

English teachers, 1 math teacher, 3 science 

teachers, 1 social studies teacher, 1 P.E. teacher, 

1 choral director (2 transferred to Peoria High, 5 

to Richwoods, 2 to Roosevelt, 1 to Trewyn, 1        

to Washington Gifted, 1 to Kingman) 

¶ 3 retirees (Manualõs band director and 2 special 

ed teachers) 

¶ 3 special education teachers (1 to Jamison, 1 to 

Calvin Coolidge, 1 to Peoria High)  

Manualõs 2008-09 faculty consists of: 

¶ 19 Manual teachers from 2007-08 (2 English, 2 

math, 1 science, 3 social studies, 1 French, 1 

Spanish, 1 business, 1 P.E., 1 health, 1 driversõ 

ed, 1 art, 1 librarian, 3 special education) 

¶ 7 teachers new to 150 but with experience 

¶ 2 first-year teachers 

¶ 5 Transfers from other 150 schools (1 Calvin 

Coolidge, 2 Trewyn, 1 Richwoods, 1 Peoria 

High) 

¶ 6 special ed teachers who were not at Manual 

last year 

   For the first time in its history, Manual no longer 

has an orchestra. 

   Approximately fifteen of Manualõs 2008-09 regular 

division teachers are non-tenured in District 150.  If 

staff reductions occur due to the possible closing of 

Woodruff High Schoolñas currently proposedñ

these non-tenured teachers could quite possibly be 

replaced with òdisplacedó veteran 150 teachers.  

Once again in just one yearõs time, Manual students 

could walk into a building in 2009-10 with many 

new faces. 

WPRA Website 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association Website 

team wants to remind residents and other  West  

Peoria News readers to keep up-to-date on West 

Peoria events by frequent visits to the website at 

www.westpeoriaresidents.org. 

   The websiteõs Home Page briefly calls attention to 

upcoming events for which additional information is 

provided by clicking on the òCalendaró. 

   Click on òNewsó to read articles from past issues 

of the West Peoria News.  The òHistoryó and 

òMilitaryó sections provide interesting stories about 

people and events, past and present.  Go to the 

òPhoto Galleriesó to check out photos of West Peori-

ans and their friends enjoying West Peoria events.  

Pictures relating to West Peoria history are also on 

the site. 

   Please help the website team to keep West Peoria 

informed by submitting information about upcoming 

events and activities.  Also, stories or ideas for stories 

(news, historical information, short biographies about 

West Peorians in the militaryñactive or veteran) can 

be e-mailed to news@westpeoriaresidents.org or by 

phoning anyone on the staff of the West Peoria News 

(listed on the back page). 

http://www.westpeoriaresidents.org/
mailto:news@westpeoriaresidents.org
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City News  

Meet Your  Mayor, Jim Dillon 

   West Peoria Mayor, Jim Dillon, was born in Peoria 

and graduated from St. Markõs and from Spalding 

Institute  (class of 

1974).  In 1976, 

thirty-three years 

ago ,  D i l l o n 

moved to West 

Peoria when he 

married his wife 

Laurie.  Jim and 

Laurie have three 

grown children:  

Jimmy, Matt, and 

Kaitlin.   

   D i l lon  has 

been employed 

with the family 

business, Dillon 

Plumbing, for 

thirty-four years.  

Stock car racing is his hobby.  He served as a West 

Peoria Township Trustee for fourteen years.  He then 

became West Peoriaõs first elected mayor in 1995.   

   Dillonõs goals for West Peoriaõs future include the 

construction of a new facility to house city and 

township offices.   He feels West Peoria must 

continue to promote economic development and to 

support business growth by continuing to pursue new 

business development in our downtown area and at 

our main business districts along Farmington Road 

and Western Avenue.  

   Because West Peoria is adjacent to Peoria, Dillon 

feels that our city will have an opportunity to benefit 

from the establishment of the Renaissance Park area 

and Peoria Next on Main Street.  He also feels that 

the viability of our community rests with the people 

who live here and with their involvement in 

community activities. 

   Mayor Dillon states, òI enjoy being a public servant 

and I am very thankful that I have a family who 

understands and appreciates this.  I am also very 

appreciative of the great city staff that helps to keep 

the city running efficiently.  I would like to see West 

Peoria continue to move forward and grow while 

preserving its small town charm.ó  As Dillon asserts, 

òLiving is bestéto the West of Peoria.ó 

Trees Damaged by Storms  

  The city of West Peoria will pick up limbs from 

storm-damaged trees per the following: 

¶ Pick up will be during 

regular working hours 

(7 a.m. to 4 p.m.) the 

week following a 

storm. 

¶ All limbs and tree parts 

must be placed at the 

curb within 10 days 

following the storm for 

city pick-up. 

¶ Limbs should not be larger than 4 inches in di-

ameter.  Limbs or tree parts larger than 4 inches 

in diameter should be cut in pieces no longer 

than 5 feet and weighing not more that 50 

pounds 

¶ Limbs should be pulled to the curb with the cut 

ends pointing in the same direction and in small 

piles (3 to 4 feet high).   

¶ Do not put limbs or other tree parts in the alleyñ

curbside only. 

¶ All limb or tree parts from trees on city property 

will be taken care of by the city. 

  In special circumstances, please call City Hall ð  

674-1993. 
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mote involvement in crime and drug prevention ac-

tivities. 

 

WEST PEORIA WELCOME WALL ð GIFT FROM GERARD 

FAHNESTOCK 

  The welcome wall at Heading and Western Ave-

nues was completed in 2008 except for some land-

scaping.  The city of West Peoria received a gift of 

$30,006 from the Estate of Gerard Fahnestock that 

was used to cover the cost to construct the welcome 

wall.  We are very grateful to the Fahnestock family 

for their support of West Peoria. 

 

PLANS FOR A NEW CITY HALL ð PURCHASE OF PROPERTY 

  The city of West Peoria has been planning to build 

a city hall for several years.  The plan is to build the 

new city hall next to the existing one. In 2008 the city 

purchased the property at 2514 W. Rohmann to ac-

commodate the new city hall. The property at 2508 

W. Rohmann was purchased in 2007. 

  The plan is for the new building to be city hall for 

West Peoria and the West Peoria Township office. 

 

NEW CITY GARAGE 

  On December 1, 2006 a major snow storm de-

stroyed the West Peoria Township office and the 

West Peoria City Garage.  In the fall of 2008 the 

new city garage was completed.  The garage is used 

to store trucks and equipment and as a polling 

place. 

 

  We look forward to 2009 with great expectations.  

Economic and community development will continue 

to be a central focus for 2009. 

West Peoriaõs 2008 Significant Events  

 

ROHMANN AVE RECONSTRUCTION 

  Peoria County completed the third and final phase 

of the Rohmann Ave reconstruction.  Former Peoria 

County Board member, Sharon Kennedy, was ex-

tremely helpful in moving this project forward. 

 

STUDENT APARTMENT PROJECT 

  In the spring of 2008 Oxbow Development Corp. 

began exploring the possibility of developing a stu-

dent apartment complex at the site of the former St. 

Joseph Home.  The proposed complex would be de-

signed to attract students primarily from Bradley Uni-

versity.  The student housing project would be a 13-

15 million dollar planned unit development (the larg-

est development project ever for West Peoria). 

  The preliminary details of the project were shared 

with the residents of West Peoria at a special meeting 

in late July.  The initial response from the residents 

was strong opposition to the project. 

  The West Peoria City Council and staff has contin-

ued to work with the developer and key residents in 

an effort to provide the project full and fair consid-

eration.  The opposition to the project grew to the 

extent that council meetings had to be relocated.  At 

one point Mayor Dillon commented, òI truly appreci-

ate the public interest in West Peoria and its future.  

The West Peoria City staff and I are always eager to 

discuss projects on their merits.ó 

  At this point, the proposed project is apparently on 

hold.  According to the developerõs attorney, Oxbow 

still has an option on the Heading Ave property.  The 

final outcome of the project is yet to be known. 

 

WEST PEORIA CRIME REPORTS AND WEST PEORIA 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

  In 2008 reports of crime for West Peoria continued 

to drop.  In twelve of the twenty-one crime catego-

ries, reports were down and two categories had no 

report.  Overall reports of crime were down signifi-

cantly in 2008. The West Peoria Neighborhood 

Watch program, coordinated by Maggie Moore, 

continues to be successful in building a safer and 

better community. 

  West Peoria Neighborhood Watch is a member of 

the National Association of Town Watch and partici-

pates in the annual NATIONAL NIGHT OUT to pro-

City News  

Contact West Peoria City Hall (674-1993) 

with any questions, comments, or concerns. 
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To view additional information about 

city meetings and the completed text  

of city ordinances, visit  

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com   

City News  

Stay Informed 

   To stay informed about West Peoria events, check 

out the city calendar at www.cityofwestpeoria.com. 

   All West Peoria City Council and related commit-

tee meetings are held at city hall, and the public is 

encouraged to attend. 

¶ City Council meetings are held on the 2nd and 

4th Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

¶ Finance Committee, which meets on the 1st 

Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m., is respon-

sible for issues regarding appropriations, bank-

ing, budgeting, franchise agreements, insurance, 

personnel, most grant requests, and tax levies. 

¶ Transportation Committee, which meets on the 

2nd Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m., is 

responsible for issues regarding alleys, bridges, 

curbs, dry wells, gutters, operations of the Street 

Department, public utilities, sanitation, side-

walks, storm sewers, and streets. 

¶ Plan Commission, which  meets on the 3rd Tues-

day of each month at 5:30 p.m., helps to guide 

development according to the Comprehensive 

Plan. The commission periodically reviews the 

plan and convenes monthly to discuss planning 

issues and to review applications for zoning and 

ordinance changes. 

¶ Public Safety Committee, which meets on the 

3rd Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m., is 

responsible for issues regarding animal control 

services, code enforcement, emergency medical 

services, fire protection services, nuisances, po-

lice services, public health, solid waste manage-

ment, and traffic control. 

¶ Land Use Committee, which meets on the 3rd 

Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m., is re-

sponsible for issues regarding annexation, com-

munity economic development, comprehensive 

planning, planning and zoning, all city buildings 

and meeting facilities. 

 

Snow Routes and RightðofðWay  

Obstructions 

   The Street Department Manager 

asks residents not to shovel the end 

of driveways until the plows have 

been down the street.   Waiting for 

the snow plows will save the trouble of reshoveling. 

   Remember:  

¶ It is against city code to shovel snow into the 

street. Doing so only slows down the process of 

clearing the streets.  This city code also applies to 

raking leaves or landscape debris into the street, 

which causes the storm sewers to back up when it 

rains. 

¶ A parking ban on all West Peoria streets will be 

issued whenever two or more inches of snow is 

predicted, according to City Ordinance # 2006-

17. 

 

Report Code Violations 

   Anyone wishing to make a complaint or to report a 

code violation, please email 

code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com or phone 674-

1993    All information is confidential.  Anyone re-

porting a violation is not required to give his/her 

name.   

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/new_ordinances.asp
http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/
mailto:code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com
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Neighborhood Watch 

   Neighborhood Watchñconcerned citizens 

addressing issues of crime that concern the entire 

communityñworks because citizens assume an 

active role in making their neighborhood safe by 

working with local law enforcement to report 

suspicious or criminal activity.  In addition to a 

decline in burglaries, other crime rates decline as 

well in areas with an active Neighborhood Watch. 

   West Peoriaõs Neighborhood Watch is a member 

of the National Association of Town Watch and 

participates in the annual National Night Out to 

promote involvement in crime and drug prevention 

activities.  To-date, West Peoria Neighborhood 

Watch has over twenty streets and more than thirty 

block captains involved in block watch programs. 

Statistics from the Sheriff's Department with year-to-

date totals for West Peoria show a substantial over-

all decline in crime related activity.   

 Neighborhood Watch Works.  

Lions Club 

    The West Peoria Lions Club 

needs the help of our readers to 

help in the clubõs efforts to save the 

sight of children with low visionñ

severe vision impairing disorders 

that cannot be corrected without medical treatment, 

surgery, and/or conventional glasses or lenses. 

   òSeeing is Believingó is a statewide low vision 

evaluation program for vision impaired youth. This 

program is provided by the Lions of Illinois 

Foundation in conjunction with the Deicke Eye 

Center for Visual Rehabilitation and the Chicago 

Lighthouse for the Blind. The West Peoria Lions Club 

and other Lions Clubs have fund raisers throughout 

the year to raise monies to donate to the foundation 

so that this program can continue free of charge to 

the children. This program costs $290 per student.   

There are more than 1,600 students with low vision 

in Illinois Public Schools.   

    Help the Lions Club continue this and other 

needed programs for the vision and hearing 

impaired in our community by becoming a member 

of the West Peoria Lions Club. Call Jim or Carolyn 

@ 673-6207 for further information. The children of 

your community will thank you. 

Around the Town  

WASH - O - RAMA 
Self Service Car & Dog Wash  

         CLEAN 
        SAFE 

         FUN 

 
Farmington Road & Sterling Avenue 

Please Patronize our advertisers.  
Their businesses support the West 
Peoria economy and bring you the  

West  Peoria News 
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Clonmel Ireland Band to March in 

West Peoria Fourth of July Parade 

   Mayor Jim Dillon is pleased to announce that the 

Town of Clonmel Band from Ireland will be marching 

in the 2009 West Peoria Fourth of July Parade.  

Clonmel is a sister city to the city of Peoria. 

   The Clonmel Band will also hold a concert on July 

3, 2009, at Peoriaõs July Fourth Fireworks to be held 

at Glen Oak Park Pavilion. 

   A Peoria organization, Friends of Clonmel, is re-

questing the help of host families to provide housing 

for 100-150 Clonmel Band members and those ac-

companying them on the trip.  Anyone interested in 

welcoming these visitors into your homes, please call 

West Peoria City Hall (674-1993) for more informa-

tion. 

Heading Avenue Franciscans 
Present:  Your Table is Ready! 

Dinner/Silent & Live Auction/Table Decorating Contest 
Theme:  It was a Very Good Year 
February 21, 2009 @ Itoo Hall 

Tickets - $40 per person 
For Donations or Questions: 

Rhonda or Sharie @ (309)674-2005  

Around the Town  

Heading Avenue Franciscans 

   The Sisters of St. Francis of the Immaculate Con-

ception invite women ages 19-40 to join them for 

spiritual renewal on the first Saturday of every month 

from 8 to 10 a.m.  Spiritual Renewal Saturdays 

through May will be held on February 7, March 7, 

April 4, and May 2 at Immaculate Conception Con-

vent, 2408 W. Heading Ave., West Peoria.  Ques-

tions should be directed to Sister Paula Vasquez at 

309-674-6168. 

   For these Saturday events, the sisters welcome in-

terested women for mass, morning prayer, and a 

light breakfast at the start of their day.   

   Founded in 1891, the Sisters of St. Francis of the 

Immaculate Conception, also known as the Heading 

Avenue Franciscans, have called West Peoria their 

home since 1912.  Today they serve the Dioceses of 

Peoria and Springfield in ministries that includeñbut 

are not limited toñ prayer, care of the elderly (St. 

Josephõs Home Care in Peoria and St. Josephõs 

Home of Springfield), campus ministry, adult literacy, 

pastoral care, education, spirituality, and diocesan 

offices. 

14th Annual  
St. Patrick½s Day Party 
Saturday, March 14, 2009  

KC St. Jude Hall  
(3523 W. Hill St., Peoria)  

 

Doors open ~ 2:30     Food served ~ 3 to 7:30  
Corned Beef & Cabbage or Irish Sausage & Smashed Potato 

Hot Dogs for Kids 

Admission:  Adults $3   Children $1  
 

Peggy Flynn Irish Dancers, Echoôs, Celtic Cross Pipe & Drums 

West McQueen ~ 8:00 to 11:30 
  The primary function of the WPRAõs West Peoria 

News is to inform residents of the activities of the 

cityõs governmental agencies 

and officials, its committees, 

its organizations, and its 

businesses.  Besides giving up

-to-date reports of activities, 

the WP News also serves as a 

record of the people and 

events that have shaped our communityõs history.  

   The WP News staff appreciates all the help 

received from individuals (committee members, etc.) 

who actually serve as our reporters.   

   To make this task easier, our òreportersó can 

choose to give the WP News staff the essential 

information (the òwho, what, when, where, how, or 

whyó facts).  The staff will then write the articles.  

Those who prefer to write their own articles are, of 

course, free to do so.   

   Although space is limited, any suggestions for 

future articles are welcome. 

Articles for WP News 
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Around the Town  

County Board - Tax Referendum 

  Voters in the April 7, 2009 Consolidated Election 

will be asked to vote on the issue of a sales tax to 

fund public facilities.  According to the Peoria County 

Government website, òThis fall a bill was passed into 

law that allows Illinois countiesñwith voter 

approvalñto increase the sales tax rate to fund 

construction of public facilities.ó  According to Peoria 

County Board Member James Dillon, the referendum 

will read, òTo pay for public facility purposes shall 

the County of Peoria be authorized to impose an 

increase on its share of local sales tax by Ĳ%.ó 

  This increase would mean 

that a consumer would pay an 

additional 25 cents in sales tax 

for every $100 of tangible 

retail purchases.   

  The County Board must 

decide by January 31, 2009, 

whether to pose this question 

to voters on the April ballot.  If passed, this tax 

increase would have a sunset clause that would, in 

effect, make the tax expire in twenty years after the 

bonds have been paid off. 

   Before deciding to put this question on the ballot, 

the county board wishes to get answers to questions 

relating to the countyõs possible involvement with the 

proposed Peoria Riverfront Museum.  According to 

Dillon, the county is seeking appointments to the 

board of directors to the proposed museum.  County 

representatives serving in this capacity would be able 

to keep taxpayers informed and to influence 

decisions made before and after the construction 

stage in order to guarantee the museumõs continued 

viability. 

   Further information about this decision will be 

published in the April issue of the West Peoria News.  

WPRA Membership Meeting 

March 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker: 

Kathleen Woight 

Lakeview Museum 

  Whatõs Been Happeninõ 

Holiday Light Contest 

   The 2008 winners of West Peoriaõs Holiday Light 

Contest by category were:   

¶ Simplicity ð 2516 Kenwood 

¶ Vegas Style ð 2110 W. Dakota  

¶ Religious Theme ð 2214 Kellogg 

¶ Holiday Theme ð 2126 Laura 

¶ Overall Judgesõ Favorite ð 2114 Kellogg 

   The following homes received Special Mention for 

their decorations: 

¶ 2411 N. Rhodora 

¶ 2105 W. Sherman 

¶ 1917 W. Callendar 

¶ 1922 W. Callendar 

    The gifts to each winner were a plate of holiday 

cookies and a gift certificate to Haddadõs Market 

(donated by Haddadõs) and a large gift basket filled 

with assorted first aid and other pharmaceutical 

items donated by Pharmax Pharmacy (formerly the 

Medicine Shoppe). 

   The contest committee wishes to congratulate the 

winners and to thank all those who decorated their 

homes for the holidays.  These efforts that brightened 

West Peoria with holiday lights and decorations filled 

passers-by with the festive spirit of the holidays. 

   The committee also wishes to thank the following 

judges for this yearõs contest: 

¶ Beth and Dan from WPRA 

¶ Pat from Pharmax Pharmacy 

¶ Ann and John from Haddadõs Market 

¶ Erika and Mark from Haddadõs market 
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  Whatõs Been Happeninõ 

   The 2008 WPRA Christmas party, held at the Fran-

ciscan Recreation Center, began with Santa lighting 

the Christmas tree.  Guests then enjoyed hot choco-

late and cookies while being entertained by the 

Quarter Notes, Flynn's Irish Dancers, and story teller 

Ellis Fox.  Hayrack rides were fun despite the cold 

weather. 

WPRA Christmas Party 


