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West Peoria News 
Published by the West Peoria Residentsõ Association 

Construction Person of the Year, Mayor Dillon  

TRICON Construction Person of the Year 11-19-09 

  by Chris M. Stevens of The Labor Paper 

WASHINGTON, ILñAn all points bulletin brought together a 

gathering of union construction people Friday November 6, who 

understand the successful philosophy of communication and col-

laboration. TRICON (Tri-County Construction Labor Management 

Council, Inc.) held its 23
rd
 Annual Awards Dinner. The festive 

event provided a place to celebrate the past, enjoy the present 

and anticipate the future. 

  And the dinner provides the opportunity to recognize individuals 

and contractors who have contributed to the industry, in the area 

of Safety, Craftsmanship and one outstanding individualñ

Construction Person of the Yearñwho exemplifies the spirit of 

communication, collaboration and camaraderie that serves as the 

benchmark of TRICON success. 

  Executive Director Ginger Johnson of TRICON had welcomed 

everyone to the Five Points facility in Washington and after dinner 

asked Director of Business Development for signatory River City 

Construction, Inc., Kevin Carter, the 2008 Construction Person of 

the Year, to introduce the 2009 recipient. 

  Carter, who as a member of the Laborers ôworked in the toolsõ 

and earned his way to superintendent, began his short introduction 

(Continued on page 10) 
Ken Carter, 2008 Construction Person of the Year & 

Jim Dillon, 2009  Construction Person of the Year 
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WPRA News 

Presidentõs Corner, by David Pittman 

   Thanks to the generosity of the over 200 house-

holds who have paid West Peoria Residentsõ Associa-

tion dues for a second straight year, our organization 

has been able to do good things for our community 

in 2009, and we hope do more in 2010.  West Peo-

ria continues to be a healthy community where 

neighbors come together for common causes that 

benefit all of us.  This year, the WPRA has once 

again enjoyed the support of West Peorians, many of 

whom are experiencing the uncertainty of these hard 

economic times.   

   The WPRA Christmas party on Sunday, December 

6, beginning at 5:00 p.m., promises to be another 

enjoyable and safe opportunity for neighbors and 

families to get together to celebrate the holiday sea-

son. 

    The end of the year gives us the opportunity to 

remember the WPRA 2009 activities that include our 

Fourth of July float in a very rainy parade, the amaz-

ing West Peoria Jamboree, our sunny Spring Parking 

Lot Sale, WPRA-sponsored snow cone booths at lo-

cal events, and membership meetings that have fea-

tured interesting speakers.  

   In addition, West Peoriaõs image has been en-

hanced by the addition of a new òWelcome to West 

Peoriaó sign at Sterling and Manor Parkway plus the 

relocation of some of the other Welcome signs. 

   I am sure everyone enjoyed the beautiful red, white 

and blue flower displays at Sterling and Rohmann 

designed by Jan Powers of the WPRA Beautification 

Committee.  Jody Brown and Megan Fuller were the 

new residents chosen as the West Peoria Beautiful 

Award Winners for outdoor landscapes.  The WPRAõs 

West Peoria News staff contributed many volunteer 

hours to publish six issues of the West Peoria News.  

   The WPRA will continue its fundraising campaign 

to purchase new computers for Calvin Coolidgeõs 

computer lab.  Funding for several computers has 

already been raised.  Please give your support so 

that the students will have access to new computers 

at school.  Calvin Coolidge is one of the most com-

puter networked schools in District 150. WPRA will 

work in 2010 to make it even more computer-

accessible for its students. 

   The October WPRA membership meeting featured 

Sharon McBride of the City Link Board of Trustees.  

Sharon is West Peoriaõs official representative on the 

WPRA 
Meeting & Event Information  

 

December 6 Christmas Party @ 5:00  
The WPRA Annual Christmas Party will be held 
at the Franciscan Recreation Center.  All West 
Peorians are invited.  
 

January 21 Meeting @ 6:30  
The guest speaker will be Nancy Blackwell from 
the Genealogical Society.  
 

February 18 Meeting @ 6:30  
Check the website for the speaker!  

board for City Link, which is taxpayer funded.  Over 

three million people rode the buses in 2008, break-

ing the record for ridership. 

   There are two bus routes through West Peoria. The 

Western Avenue #11 route goes from Madison Park 

Shopping Center to Sterling to Heading to Main 

Street to Western Avenue. The bus then travels south 

on Western below the bluff to Roosevelt Magnet 

School, to OõBrien Field, and then to the downtown 

Transit Center.  This route, which had over 157,000 

riders last year, runs from 4:30 a.m. until midnight.  

   The Main Street Route #5 runs from the North-

woods Mall south on Sterling to Farmington Road to 

Swords to Rohman to Western Avenue to Main 

Street, and then to the Downtown Transit Center.  

The Main Street route, which had over 195,000 rid-

ers in 2008, runs from 4:30 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. 

WPRA is seeking to work with City Link to get addi-

tional benches and perhaps a bus shelter added to 

the West Peoria route.  

   There will be no December WPRA Membership 

Meeting but please remember to bring your family 

and join us at the Christmas party, on Sunday, De-

cember 6.  The WPRA membership meeting on 

Thursday, January 21, 2010, will feature Nancy 

Blackwell of the Peoria County Genealogical Society.  

   The WPRA Board of Directors would like to extend 

a very special Seasonõs Greetings to all West Peoria 

residents.  
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WPRA 2009 Membership 

 The West Peoria Residentsõ Association now has 

203 memberships for 2009. The WPRA cordially in-

vites all West Peorians to attend our meetings (third 

Thursday of every month) and to become active in 

carrying out projects that benefit our community.  

The WPRA would like to welcome the following new 

members who have joined since the last issue of the 

West Peoria News: 

Carrescia, Caryl  

Deputy, Tom  & Davis, Alan 

Robinson, Ronald G. & Virginia M  

WPRA News 

Education Committee 

   Beth Gilbert, the West Peoria Residentsõ Associa-

tionõs newly appointed  Education Committee chair-

person, extends an invitation to all West Peoria resi-

dents to become more involved in the education of 

youth in our area.  The overall goal of the Education 

Committee is to build a stronger community by col-

laborating with local educational institutions in an 

effort to encourage area youth to continue their edu-

cation. 

   Gilbert recently met with Calvin Coolidge Middle 

School Principal Blumer to discuss potential opportu-

nities for the WPRA to support this West Peoria 

school.  Three goals were established for the com-

mittee.    

   First, fundraising for the school is a simple way to 

help the school.   By helping Calvin Coolidge collect 

Campbell Soup labels and box tops with the Box 

Tops for Education label, West Peorians can help the 

school receive additional funding and educational 

equipment for the school.  These items can be 

dropped off at the school or brought to a West Peo-

ria Residentsõ Association meeting.     

   Secondly, the WPRA has already begun a project 

to raise funds for a new computer lab for Calvin 

Coolidge to help the school meet the demands of 

continuing high tech advancements.  Currently, the 

WPRA board members have raised $1,300 toward 

the ultimate goal of purchasing ten computers for a 

total of $8,000. 

   The third goal is to develop a mentoring program 

for Calvin Coolidge students.  Mentors are invited to 

help out in efforts such as reading with students dur-

ing school hours  or explaining the world of work to 

the students.  Volunteering for just a few hours a 

month can give students benefits that last a lifetime. 

   Anyone interested in helping with the goals of the 

Education Committee is invited to call or e-mail Beth 

Gilbert at 309.339.9731 or  

vp2@westpeoriaresidents.org.  Meeting times and 

location are yet to be determined. 

mailto:vp2@westpeoriaresidents.org


Living is Best...to the West of Peoria! Page 4  

 

 

WPRA News 

WPRA Website 

    The West Peoria Residentsõ Association encour-

ages everyone to visit the website at 

www.westpeoriaresidents.org.  In past issues of the 

West Peoria News, readers have been introduced to 

the websiteõs Home Page and to the Calendar with 

its Meeting/Event sections.  In this issue, the News 

and History sections of the website are featured. 

   NEWS:  After accessing the website, click on 

òNews,ó from the navigation menu on the left side of 

the Home Page.  The News content page begins with 

an introduction from the West Peoria News commit-

tee.  Below this introduction and to the right of the 

words òOTHER ISSUES,ó the 

years 2009, 2008, and 2007 

are listed.  Click on a year to 

access the issues published for 

that year.  The dates of the cur-

rent yearõs issues are displayed 

on the page.  By clicking on the 

date of any issue, the PDF file of 

the West Peoria News will open. 

   On the right-hand side of the 

News content page are links to 

three other area newspapers. 

   HISTORY:  After accessing the 

website, click on òHistoryó from 

the navigation menu on the left 

size of the Home Page.  The His-

tory content page will then be 

displayed.  All the History articles 

that have been published in the 

2007-2009 issues of the West 

Peoria News are listed.  If more 

than one article was published 

on a given subject, the articles 

are grouped under one title.  To 

access a specific article, click on 

the desired article.  The new 

page will include the article and 

any associated photos.     

   On the right-hand side of the 

History content page is a request 

from the WP News and website 

committee for West Peoria his-

tory and how to submit that in-

formation. 

WPRA Website òNewsó 

WPRA Website òHistoryó 

http://www.westpeoriaresidents.org/
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City News  

City Hall Office Hours 

Monday - Friday / 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

(309) 674-1993 

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com 

 

Township Relief Office Hours 

Tue - Wed - Thu / 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

WASH - O - RAMA 
Self Service Car & Dog Wash  

         CLEAN 
        SAFE 

         FUN 

 
Farmington Road & Sterling Avenue 

Census 

   The 2010 United States Census, which will be con-

ducted in mid-March, is a count mandated by the 

United States Constitution (Article I, Section 2).  Eve-

ryone living in the United States (citizens and non-

citizens alike) must participate in this census, which is 

conducted every ten years.   

   The city of West Peoria would like its residents to 

understand how important this census is to our com-

munity.  The data collected by this census is a key 

factor in allocating over $400 billion in federal funds 

for schools, senior centers, bridges, tunnels and 

other-public works projects, emergency services, job 

training centers, and hospitalsñfor example.  Also, 

this census data helps to determine the number of 

seats each state has in the United States House of 

Representatives. 

   The first three phases in preparation for the U. S. 

Census have already taken place.  In the fall of 

2008 recruitment began for local census workers to 

conduct the preliminary task of updating address lists 

nationwide.  In the spring of 2009 these census em-

ployees went door-to-door to update addresses.  In 

the fall of 2009 recruitment began for a different 

TO REGISTER A COMPLAINT  

OR REPORT A CODE VIOLATION: 

 

Please email: code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com or 

Phone Mr. Dan Sullivan at: 674-1993 or 370 -1142. 

 

The Code Officerõs hours are: 

Monday-Tuesday / 8 AM-5 PM 

Wednesday-Thursday-Friday / 8 AM-12 PM 

 

All information is confidential.  You do not need to give 

your name when reporting a violation. 

group of census takers who will be needed for the 

final phases of the countñthe greatest workload in 

2010. 

   In March of 2010 the census forms will be mailed 

or delivered to every household in America.  This 

form consists of ten short questions.  Information 

about everyone living at a particular address must be 

included on the form.  A prepaid envelope will be 

provided with the form, which should be returned as 

soon as possible. 

   These forms will be due on National Census Day, 

which will be in April 1, 2010.  After the deadlineñ 

from April to July 2010ñcensus takers will visit all 

households that did not return a form by mail.  The 

census taker will then obtain the responses that were 

not received by mail.  More information about the 

2010 Census will be provided in the February issues 

of the West Peoria News.   

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/new_ordinances.asp
mailto:code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com
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City News  

From the Street Department:   

Snow Routes and Right-of-Way Obstructions 

  The Street Department Manager asks residents to 

wait to shovel the end of driveways until the plows 

have been down the street.  Waiting will avoid the 

need to shovel again. 

   Please remember that it is against city code to 

shovel snow into the street.  Doing so only slows 

down the process of clearing the streets. 

  The city code also asks residents not to rake leaves 

or landscape debris into the street.  Leaves in the 

streets will cause the storm sewers to back up when it 

rains. 

   A Parking Ban on all West Peoria streets will be in 

effect whenever two or more inches of snow is pre-

dicted, according to City Ordinance #2006-17. 

   Winter Is Coming!  Please remember that all 

streets in West Peoria are emergency snow routes. 

The following is the snow route/ parking code: 

 

SECTION 3-3-5 NO PARKING SNOW ROUTES 

   All streets within the corporate limits of the City of 

West Peoria are hereby designated as emergency 

snow routes. It shall be unlawful to park any vehicles 

on these streets at any time within twelve (12) hours 

after a snowfall of two (2) or more inches. Where 

there has been a snow forecast of two (2) or more 

inches for any calendar day, it shall be unlawful to 

park any vehicles on any of these streets for that cal-

endar day. 

   The Street Department Manager shall be author-

ized to take the necessary actions to have those vehi-

cles which are parked on streets designated as snow 

routes in violation of the provisions of this Section 

towed away in order to permit the clearing of snow 

from the snow routes. The payment of any and all 

charges incurred as a result of such towing away 

shall be the responsibility of the vehicleõs owner. 

    In addition to or in lieu of towing the vehicle, the 

owner or lessor of the vehicle shall be fined $25.00 

for the first offense and $50.00 for the second of-

fense and for the third offense the fine may be up to 

a maximum of $750.00.  In all events, each day the 

violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  

Support your West Peoria businesses. 

These businesses provide sales tax dollars for your City. 
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  Whatõs Been Happeninõ 

WPFD Hog Roast 

   The West Peoria Firefightersõ Associationõs 

2009 Hog Roast thanks all for making their 

event a success.   Also, these three top Hog 

Roast Raffle winners had good reason to con-

sider the event a success: 

 Max & Nancy Carson - $500 

 Carolyn Vick - $250 

 Jerry Sample - $100 

   The following ticket holders won gift certifi-

cates: 

 Andy Honald - $25 Borders 

 Dorothy Coulter  - $25 Red Lobster 

 Immaculate Conception - $25 Chilliõs 

 Tracy Harris - $25 Olive Garden  

 Jim Hayden - $25 Applebeeõs   

 John Deal - $25 Fridayõs   

 Gladys Lentz - $20 Pizza Hut   

 B. Gilbert - $20 Papa Johns  

 Linda Smith - $5 McDonaldõs  

 Dave Myers - $5 McDonaldõs  

 Nora Leman - $5 McDonaldõs 

  Whatõs Happeninõ Next 

WPRA Christmas Party 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association invites all 

West Peoria families and friends to join them on Sun-

day, December 6, 2009, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 

Franciscan Recreation Center at 908 N. Sterling 

where they will host their annual Christmas Party.    

   Residents are invited to join us for an evening of 

entertainment, refreshments, visiting with neighbors, 

and a special appearance from Santa Claus.  Bring 

your cameras to take pictures with Santa.   

   Entertainment will begin at 5:30 p.m. with the ò9 

to Fiveó singers, followed by a sing-a-long led by our 

mayor and the city council and a performance by 

dancers from the Flynn School of Irish Dance.  

Holiday Lighting Contest 

   Itõs time to get ready for West Peoriaõs Holiday 

Lighting Contest.  Haddadõs Market and West Peoria 

Residentsõ Association will begin judging the decora-

tions at West Peoria homes on December 6.  Stop by 

Haddadõs or city hall to pick up nomination forms.  

Nominate your own display or someone elseõs dis-

play of outdoor Christmas decorations and lights. 

   The five winners will be chosen, based on the fol-

lowing categories:  Simplicity, Vegas Style, Religious, 

Holiday, and judgesõ overall favorite. The winners 

will receive a plate of holiday cookies and a gift cer-

tificate from Haddad's Market and bragging rights 

for the season.   

   Winners will be announced on December 20.  All 

West Peorians will be the winners as they enjoy all 

these efforts to show off the holiday spirit.   
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Construction Person of the Year, Mayor Dillon  

address with tales of how he learned to work hard, òMy dad 

gave me advice,ó he pushed me forward with his foot, òand I 

thought it was a tool.ó 

  As the laughter started to subside, Carter, continued, 

òTogether we build central Illinois.ó The award recognizes a 

person for outstanding contributions to the union construction 

industry, especially in improving labor-management relations. 

  An excellent entertainer, Carter had the room guessing whose 

name he soon would announce. òThis person is a great person 

to know,ó he continued. òThis person is very good-looking, this 

person is very intelligent, this person has a great sense of hu-

mor, oh wait this is me from last yearõs award.ó 

  Carter then turned just a bit serious when he began, òThe 

TRICON 2009 Construction Person of the Year was born in 

central Illinois, and our recipient attended St. Marks Grade 

School and Spalding High School.ó 

  And then the light bulb lit among the crowd as Carter said, 

òOur honoree is a former owner of a prominent company 

started by his grandfather in 1921é sold his shares in 2003 

and became an active member of Plumbers Local 63 and 

learned what it was like to really worké and now he serves on 

the Executive Board. 

  òHe has long served his community,ó and then Carter men-

tioned a few of his activities, such as Habitat for Humanity, 

Kiwanis, Knights of Columbus, and more. òMarried for over 30 

years to his lovely wife Laurie, three great childrené involved 

in politicsé he has held the office of mayor of West Peoria, 

since 1995é I know there are three cemeteries in West Peoria, 

one Jewish and two Catholic and if it were the other way 

around the vote from the people in the cemeteries might have 

a different outcomeé the mayor might be Jim Diamond in-

stead or our honoree tonighté it is truly my pleasure to present 

to you the 2009 Construction Person of the Year, Jim Dillon.ó 

  As the room stood to honor Dillon he was visibly moved. òIõm 

humbled,ó he said as he stood on the podium amid applause. 

And certainly surprised. 

  òI still canõt believe it,ó Dillon says a few days later. òThey 

caught me totally by surprise.ó 

  Business Manager Tim Strubhar of Local 63 adds, òWeõre 

very happy for him. He started out on the management side 

and now he works with us on the labor side, so he brings a 

great perspective on labor-management relations,ó adding, 

òheõs a first class guy especially on the job sites.ó 

*  *  *  

  Dillonõs, who says, òI always wanted to be a plumber and 

applied for the apprenticeship program in August of 1974 right 

after I graduated from high school,ó experienced a journey in 

the union building trades that began before he was born. 

  His grandfather had started J.C. Dillon Plumbing back in Feb-

ruary of 1921. òMy dad then followed him into the trade and 

ran the business.ó After his dad passed away, òMy brother John 

ran the business for my mom.ó 

  In 2003 Jim sold his shares in the company to his brother 

John, òSo he could start a legacy with his kids.ó 

  As a contractor, òI wasnõt allowed to attend union meetings,ó 

Dillon says. 

  But soon after he sold his interest and as his son Jimmy, who 

after high school had earned a degree at Marquette, was an 

apprentice plumber, òthey have to attend the meetings and I 

thought I can go now.ó 

  Dillon soon started participating, and when a vacancy on the 

Local 63 Executive Board appeared, Jim filled the slot. òIõm the 

kind of guy who if I go I get involved.ó He then ran for and 

won election to a full term. 

  Within a few meetings Dillon also suggested the local plumb-

ing shops take turns cooking before the union meetings. As it 

has turned out, the plumbers and apprentices from J.C. Dillon 

cook before every meeting. òThese are all my friends,ó Dillon 

says, òAnd itõs part of the camaraderie.ó 

  At the age of 54, Dillon who says, òFrom the very beginning I 

always worked in the tools and I never did work in the office,ó 

and as he plans to add a few more years to his career, he 

adds, òIõm still working.ó 

  With his familyõs lifelong commitment to the community, his 

son Jimmy serves on the Peoria County Board, òheõs the 4
th
 

generation of our family who is both a plumber and a politi-

cian,ó Dillon says, the two collaborated to steer the apprentice 

classes to perform the plumbing work for Habitat for Humanity. 

òItõs a good way for them to learn,ó Dillon says, òoutside of the 

classroom environment.ó 

  And when Extreme Makeover came to Pekin, òA bunch of us 

did the plumbing on the house,ó Dillon says. Jim and his son 

both volunteered their skills and òwe were both there every time 

they had a crew working.ó One time the father and son worked 

all night and most of the next day, òso we could keep every-

thing on schedule.ó 

  The volunteer effort demonstrates the commitment to labor-

management collaboration when he mentions, òWe had 25 

plumbers together out there and it included apprentices, con-

tractors and journeymen.ó He says at one point the crew of 

volunteers appeared apprehensive about making the deadline. 

òI told the guys, ôNo way are we going to not get done.õ I 

asked them, ôDo you want to be the first to not make it in a 

week?õ No way, we had to get it done.ó 

  As to the current climate of Local 63, Dillon says, òWeõre in a 

good position. Weõve always had good older journeymen and 

we have apprentices to fill our footsteps. They are our future,ó 

adding, òthe caliber of the young men and women applying to 

the apprenticeship program are amazing. Years ago they were 

all fresh out of high school. Now we get college grads.ó 

  As Dillon reflects on his years as a plumber he says, òI always 

tell the apprentices, ôIf you do a good job and are honest, you 

will always have work.õó 

  Dillon finished the short conversation 

with the humbleness and selfless atti-

tude which has guided him through a 

successful career. And to the prestige 

of TRICON 2009 Construction Person 

of the Year.  òI was proud to even be 

thought about for the award.  This is 

something I feel lucky to have received. 

I do what I do because I love it, not for 

the reward.ó 


