
Inside this issue:  Meeting & Event Dates  

WPRA:   WPRA - 3rd Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.* Aug 20 - Sep 17 

City:    City Council - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m.* 

  Finance - 1st Tuesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Land Use - 3rd Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m.* 

  Plan Commission - 3rd Tuesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Public Safety - 3rd Wednesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Transportation - 2nd Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.* 

Around the Town:  Garden Club - 3rd Monday @ 7:00 p.m.* 

  Lions Club Regular - 4th Monday @ 7:00 p.m.* 

  Lions Club Board - 2nd Monday @ 6:00 p.m.* 

   Neighborhood Watch - 3rd Thursday @ 6:00 p.m.* 

   Township - 2nd Monday @ 7:30 p.m.* 

Whatõs Next:  Boy Scouts Ice Cream Social - Thurs, August 20 @ 6:00 p.m.**  

   Night Out Against Crime - Saturday, August 22 @ 4:00 p.m.**  

   WPFD  Family Days - Sunday, September 20 @ 3:00 p.m.**  

    

Location:    *City Hall   **See Article 

WPRA News  2 ð 4 

City News 5 - 7 

Whatõs Been 
Happeninõ 

8 - 9 

Whatõs Happeninõ 
Next 

11 

Around Town/  
Military/  
New Business 

12 - 13 

Remember When 14 - 15 

Officers  16 

August 2009 

West Peoria News 

West Peoria Beautiful  

Published by the West Peoria Residentsõ Association 

   Unlike the work of the typical committee, this 

summerõs efforts of the West Peoria Beautification 

Committee are pleasantly visible at various locations 

throughout the city.   

   On the corner of Rohmann and Sterling, passers-

by are greeted by flowers and a òThank Youó sign 

listing all the West Peorians responsible for this 

project of the WP Beautification Committee.  Mike 

and Jan Powers, David Pittman, and Bob DeSutter 

planted the flowers.  Jan, David, and other 

community volunteers see to it that the flowers are 

watered as needed. 

   The sites by the 

òWelcome to West 

Peoriaó signs at 

Madison Park Golf 

Course and on 

Sterling Hill were 

landscaped by Jim 

McCarte r ,  Bob 

DeSutter, and Terry 

Masters.    

   These volunteers 

spent many hours of 

hard work digging and laying blocks under the signs.  

David rebuilt the walls at the corners.  A very special 

òthank youó goes to all these volunteers who have 

worked so hard to make West Peoria beautiful.   

Also, the WPRA would like to thank Ace Hardware, 

Best Buds, the city of West Peoria, John Deal 

Insurance, and Charles McDonald for their support 

of this project. 

   V i s i t  t h e  W P R A  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.westpeoriaresidents.org for more pictures of 

these sites and volunteers. 

http://www.westpeoriaresidents.org/
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WPRA News 

Presidentõs Corner, by David Pittman 

   West Peorians can truly celebrate the cityõs accep-

tance of the United Disciples Churchõs generous of-

fer to buy the building on Kellogg Avenue for a 

nominal fee.  This act of charity is indeed a symbol 

of all that the members of this church have given this 

community over the years. 

   At the WPRA annual membership meeting to be 

held on September 17, 2009, two board members 

will be elected to a two-year term, per the WPRA By-

laws. The two positions open are currently held 

by Loretta Fehl, a representative of Ward 3, and me 

(David Pittman), an at-large representative.  Anyone 

interested in running for either of these positions 

should contact any WPRA board mem-

ber.  Candidates must be active members of WPRA 

and of voting age. Elected officials of West Peoria 

Township and The City of West Peoria are not eligi-

ble to serve on the WPRA Board. 

  With approval from the WPRA members who at-

tended the July membership meeting, the WPRA 

Board has agreed to raise funds to donate the com-

plete purchase price of three new computers for the 

Calvin Coolidge Middle Schoolõs computer lab.  Ac-

tually, the school needs at least twenty computers for 

the lab.  These three brand new computers will be 

purchased through an existing school supplier at a 

cost of $804 apiece.  For this price, each of the 

three computers will include software to allow each 

student individual password access, a 17ó flat 

screen, and a DVD/CD rom.   

   The WPRA members at the July meeting voted to 

donate $1206ñhalf of the $2412 cost of these 

computersñfrom our general fund.  The other 

$1206 will be a goal of our fundraising efforts.  I 

personally would like to ask our readers to consider 

making a donation towards this project; any amount 

would be greatly appreciated.  Because the WPRA is 

a federally tax-exempt organization, any donation is 

tax deductible. Please send a check to Maggie 

Moore, the WPRA Treasurer at 2305 West Ayres, 

and indicate that it is for the school computers.  Also, 

as our finances permit, we would like to purchase 

additional computers to meet the needs of the 

schoolõs computer lab. 

   This gift of computersñwhich will become the 

property of District 150ñwill greatly benefit the stu-

dents at Calvin Coolidge and, therefore, West Peo-

ria.  In an effort to offer Calvin Coolidge students the 

best technology available, each classroom has been 

provided with six computers, a printer, a smart 

board, a scanner, and a digital camera.  Each 

teacher has a laptop.  In addition, the school has 

thirty laptops that travel from classroom to classroom 

as needed. 

   This effort to help Calvin Coolidge students is 

made possible because of successful 2008 and 

2009 WPRA fundraising activities (the sale of sno-

cones at the Jamboree, two parking lot sales, and 

public grants) and dues from our WPRA membership, 

which now includes 189 households.   

   Any resident who is not a member of the WPRA, 

please consider joining now to join us in keeping 

West Peoria a great place to live. 
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West Peoria Beautiful  Award 
Nomination Form 2009 

 
Homeowner Name and Address of the Residential Property  

 

 

 

 

 

A Brief Description of why you are nominating the Property  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Name and Phone Number  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, contact Jan Powers, 674 -1781  
 
Please return by mail or in person to : Beautiful Awards  
       West Peoria City Hall  
       2506 W. Rohmann Ave.  
       West Peoria IL 6160  
 

Entry Deadline is August 30, 2009  
 
 
 

WPRA News 

WPRA 2009 Membership 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association now has 

189 memberships for 2009.  The WPRA cordially 

invites all West Peorians to attend our meetings (third 

Thursday of every month) and to become active in 

carrying out projects that benefit our community.  

The WPRA would like to welcome the following new 

members who have joined since the last issue of the 

West Peoria News:   

Baldock, William & Donna 

Bowker, Garneida 

Capps, Linda 

Hidden, Jason Kurt 

Howard, Charles & Mary Lou 

Kennedy, Patricia 

Langfels, Robert & Rose 

Larson, William & Catherine 

McMasters, Larry & Jeanne 

Rose, Donna 

Vodisek, Marie 

West Peoria Beautiful Award 

   Below is a form for nominating a West Peoria resi-

dent for the West Peoria Beautiful Award, sponsored 

by the WPRA Beautification Committee.  Nomination 

forms, which may also be picked up at city hall, must 

be turned in at city hall or to any member of the WP 

Beautiful committee by August 30.  Awards will be 

presented at a September 17th meeting of the West 

Peoria Residentsõ Association.   
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Please Patronize our advertisers.  
Their businesses support the West Peoria economy and bring you the  

West  Peoria News 

WPRA News 

WPRA Website 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ 

Association invites everyone to 

become regular visitors to its 

website at:   

www.westpeoriaresidents.org.  

The next few issues of the West 

Peoria News will introduce read-

ers to the content of the website 

and how to access the informa-

tion. 

   The website address above 

opens to the òHomeó page.   At 

the very top of the page (above 

the West Peoria logo and òWest 

Peoria Residentsõ Associationó), 

there are three links:  òCity of 

West Peoria,ó òWest Peoria in Wikipedia,ó and West 

Peoria City Info.ó  Clicking on each of these links will 

access each of these websites. 

   On the left side of the òHomeó page is the 

òNavigationó menu, which is a descriptive list of 

each section of the website.  Clicking on the section 

heading will access relevant information.   

   Below the òNavigationó menu is the òLoginó sec-

tion.  A registered user can sign in with the user 

name and password created when he/she first regis-

tered.  New users are invited to press òCreate New 

Accountó and fill out the required information to be-

come a registered user.  Visitors can view the site 

without registering. 

   In the center of the òHomeó page is the 

òWelcomeó message, explaining the WPRAõs history, 

goals, and meeting schedule.  Below the òWelcomeó 

message, pertinent information about WPRA or West 

Peoria events will be posted. 

   On the right side of the page, the òUpcoming 

Eventsó section provides the dates of regularly sched-

uled WPRA and city of West Peoria meetings and 

events.  Clicking on an event will access its descrip-

tion, time, and location. 

   Welcome to www.westpeoriaresidents.org! 

West Peoria Residentsõ Association Website òHomeó Page 

http://www.westpeoriaresidents.org/
http://www.westpeoriaresidents.org/
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City News  

WASH - O - RAMA 
Self Service Car & Dog Wash  

         CLEAN 
        SAFE 

         FUN 

 
Farmington Road & Sterling Avenue 

Meet Your City Council Member - Ward #4  

   ANDREW òANDYó OõNEILL, West Peoriaõs newest 

councilman, was elected to 

the WP City Council in 2009 

as the Ward 4 Alderman to 

fill the vacancy left by Phil 

Roberts.  OõNeill currently sits 

on the Transportation Com-

mittee and on the Land Use 

Committee.    

   He is the son of Geri and 

Tom OõNeill, the current chairman of the Peoria 

County Board.  Raised in Bartonville, Andy OõNeill 

graduated from Limestone High School in 1998, but 

he moved to West Peoria six years ago when he pur-

chased his home at 2219 Sherman Avenue.   

   He and his wife Stacy have been married for one 

year and are the proud parents of daughter Maddy.  

OõNeill chose to raise his family in West Peoria be-

cause of the small town atmosphere, great commu-

nity support, and lower taxes. 

   OõNeill has been a member of IBEW Local 34 for 

nine years and is currently serving on the Examining 

Board for the local. He is also a member of St. An-

thonyõs Church in Bartonville and the St. Jude Coun-

cil Knights of Columbus.   

   Some of OõNeillõs interests are University of Notre 

Dame football, NASCAR, golfing, and spending time 

with his family and friends. According to OõNeill, he 

is enjoying his public service to this city where he has 

met many wonderful people. He believes, as stated 

by Alderman Mathewson in an earlier West Peoria 

News issue, òThe community of people and fellow-

ship of friends makes West Peoria a great place to 

live.ó  He can be reached at 231-9546.   

City of West Peoria 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association Board of 

Directors and the newsletter committee extends our 

sincere gratitude to the mayor, the city council mem-

bers, and the city officials responsible for approving 

the $2000 grant to help defray expenses for the 

West Peoria News, which is published by the WPRA.  

The renewal of this grant will assist the WPRA in pro-

viding the bi-monthly West Peoria News to all West 

Peoria residents. 

West Peoria Residents and Township 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association would like 

to show its appreciation for the display of American 

flags that decorate the West Peoria streets this sum-

mer.  Thanks to the Township and to the WPRA 

members who donated money to make this show of 

patriotism possible. 

Thanks to...  
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City News  

 

West Peoria City Contacts 

 

(309) 674-1993 

 

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com   

Economic Development Commission 

   Mayor Dillon has appointed the following residents 

to the Economic Development Commission:  Nancy 

Carson, Lynn Dempsey, Kip Galloway, Beth Gilbert, 

Sharon Kennedy, Mark Koening, Jim Spears, Mike 

Swearingen, and Mark Wrhel.  Beth Gilbert has 

agreed to be the chair of the commission. 

   The cityõs intent is to create an effective and ag-

gressive economic development team to assist with 

the planning, development, and implementation of 

an economic and community development program 

for West Peoria. 

   The purpose of the West Peoria Economic Devel-

opment Commission is to sustain, enhance, and di-

versify the communityõs economy while maintaining a 

focus on the cityõs Comprehensive Plan.  The ongo-

ing goals of this commission will be to:   

¶ retain existing businesses   

¶ facilitate the development of new commercial in-

vestment   

¶ encourage neighborhood revitalization   

¶ improve public infrastructure 

   This commission will include the City Administrator, 

the Economic Development Coordinator, City Coun-

cil Representatives, and key community and business 

leaders.  The commission will work with our state 

and federal representatives and the Economic Devel-

opment Council for Central Illinois to take advan-

tage of all programs and resources available to the 

city. 

   The Economic Development Commission will pro-

vide the following:   

¶ guidance and advice to business, local govern-

mental, and community groups regarding current 

and developing economic and community devel-

opment activities   

¶ coordination of local, state, and federal re-

sources to existing and prospective businesses   

¶ new business prospects with building and site in-

formation and assistance in securing necessary 

resources for economic development.   

United Disciples Christian Church 

   The West Peoria City Council voted to accept the 

United Disciples Christian Churchõs offer to sell the 

building to the city for a nominal fee.  The transfer of 

ownership will take place in August.   Also, the city 

has agreed to purchase all of the churchõs kitchen 

equipment. 

   The city hired a local architect, Adam Lontai, to 

determine the feasibility of relocating West Peoria 

City Hall to this building at 2018 W. Kellogg Ave-

nue.  On June 9, Lontai presented his findings and 

suggestions to the WP City Council.  Relocating city 

hall to this building is just one of several options for 

the buildingõs use that is being considered by the 

building committee. 

Regional Retail Study 

   The results of the Regional Retail Study will be used 

by the Economic Development Commission as its 

members develop the plan.  Gene Pratt, the Eco-

nomic Development Coordinator, has joined the Re-

tail Strategy Group sponsored by the Economic De-

velopment Council for Central Illinois.  This group 

meets monthly to discuss regional economic devel-

opment plans and issues. 

West Peoria Wall 

   The plans for the landscaping around the West 

Peoria Welcome Wall are moving forward.  The light 

pole has been relocated.  Bids for the landscaping 

are being considered by the West Peoria City   

Council.  

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/new_ordinances.asp
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City News  

Reminders from the city of West Peoria: 

¶ All city council and city committee meetings are 

held at the WP City Hall.  The public is encour-

aged to attend. 

¶ Check the cityõs calendar of meetings and events 

at www.cityofwestpeoria.com 

¶ Pick up Welcome Packets for new residents at city 

hall, which is open Monday ð Friday from 8 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. 

¶ Pick up òPlant PrideéNot Litteró signs at city hall. 

¶ Pick up house numbers to be placed on struc-

tures at the back of residences to aid emergency 

vehicles to locate addresses in emergency situa-

tions. 

¶ Remember that residents are responsible for 

cleaning up their property from the middle of the 

street to the middle of the alley by mowing yards 

and keeping alleys mowed and free of branches 

and weeds; by putting garbage in cans with lids; 

and by cleaning up after pets. 

¶ Remember that no burning of any type of waste 

(landscape waste, garbage, etc.) is allowed. 

¶ Complaints about code violations can be made 

by send ing an e-mai l  to  code-

zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com or by phoning 674

-1993.  The Code Officerõs 

hours are:  Monday-Tuesday 

from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 

Wednesday-Thursday-Friday 

from 8 a.m. to noon.   All 

information is confidentialñ

callers are not required to 

give their names to report a 

violation.   

¶ Remember there are still funds available for the 

Residential Paint Reimbursement Program.  For 

more information, visit the City Website: 

www.cityofwestpeoria.com or call city hall at 674

-1993. 

¶ Support West Peoria businesses. These busi-

nesses provide sales tax dollars for West Peoria. 

Reminders about Waste Management: 

¶ All Monday trash pick up is now on Thursday. 

¶ Landscape Waste is picked up every Friday at 

the curb. 

¶ All trash pickup in West Peoria is now at the 

curb with the exception of a few streets that are 

inaccessible for curbside pick up. 

¶ Recycling service is offered for $5.75 per month 

for pick up at the curb every other Friday all 

year.   

¶ Recycle Bins can be purchased at city hall for 

$5.00 each. 

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/
mailto:code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com
mailto:code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com
http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/
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Whatõs Been Happeninõ 

Jamboree Run 

    The 2009 West Peoria Jamboree Run winners 

were: 

¶ Erik Bush, first place male winner with a time of 

22:15 

¶ Nancie Margetis, first place female winner with a 

time of 26:12 

¶ Ken Steckling, oldest winner at age 71 

¶ Daniel Kerns, youngest winner at age 8 

     Over 100 people participated in this June 6
th
 

race around West Peoria. 

     Beth Gilbert, this yearõs Jamboree Run chairman, 

wishes to thank all the sponsors for their generous 

support and all the volunteers for their help in mak-

ing the race a huge success.  According to Gilbert, 

òDue to all your hard work and efforts we again 

proved why living to the West is Best.ó  Proceeds 

from the event support the West Peoria community.   

Jason Phil Alex Jeff  

4th of July Parade 

   The Grand Marshal for this 

yearõs West Peoria Fourth of July 

Parade was Jim McCarter, who is 

active in the WP Lions Club, par-

ticipates in many West Peoria 

activities, and served for nine 

years as the chairman of the 

Fourth of July Parade. 

   The trophy winners for West 

Peoriaõs 40
th
 annual Fourth of 

July Parade were: 

¶ Youth Group:  Clonmel Marching Band, trophy 

given by the WPRA 

¶ Most Patirotic:  Cross Baptist Church, trophy 

given by West Peoria Lions Club 

¶ Service Organization:  Plumbers Union Local 1, 

trophy given by the WPFD Ladiesõ Auxiliary 

¶ Best in Show:  Clonmel Marching Band, trophy 

given by South Side Bank 

   Mark Wherl, the chairman of the parade, wishes to 

thank all the volunteers (block captains, corner 

guards, police, street department crew, and parade 

participants).  As Wherl states, òAll the work that 

goes into the parade is performed by local individu-

als who are willing to chip in to create something 

wonderful year after year.ó  He further states, òEven 

though it was a less than beautiful day, it seemed 

everyone had a wonderful time even if we were all 

wet.ó 

Jamboree  
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Whatõs Been Happeninõ 

For Additional Photos, please visit: 

http://www.westpeoriaresidents.org/ 

Click on Image Galleries 

OR 

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/ 

Mouse over Activities/Events &  

Click on West Peoria  News 

Mayor Dillon  

Thanks the Clonmel Marching Band 

   Mayor Dillon, one of the speakers at the Awards 

and Flag Raising Ceremony following the 40
th
 

Fourth of July Parade, spoke of the community spirit 

of West Peoria residents who attended the parade 

in spite of the pouring rain.  According to Dillon, 

òThis proves what the city of West Peoria is all 

about.ó Also, he thanked the Clonmel Marching 

Band for helping to make this yearõs parade the 

most memorable ever. 


