
Inside this issue:  Meeting & Event Dates  

WPRA:   WPRA - 3rd Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.* Apr 16 - May 21 

City:    City Council - 2 & 4th Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m.* 

  Finance - 1st Tuesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Land Use - 3rd Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m.* 

  Plan Commission - 3rd Tuesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Public Safety - 3rd Wednesday @ 5:30 p.m.* 

  Transportation - 2nd Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.* 

Around the Town:  Cub Scouts - 4th Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.**  

  Boy Scouts - every Monday @ 7:00 p.m.**  

  Garden Club - 3rd Monday @ 7:00 p.m.* 

  Lions Club Regular - 4th Monday @ 7:00 p.m.* 

  Lions Club Board - 2nd Monday @ 6:00 p.m.* 

   Neighborhood Watch - 3rd Thursday @ 6:00 p.m.* 

   Township - 2nd Monday @ 7:30 p.m.* 

Whatõs Next:  Easter Egg Hunt - Sunday, Apr 5 @ 1:30 p.m.*** 

   Election - April 7*** 

   Government Day - Apr 17 *** 

   Clean Up Day - Saturday, Apr 25 @ 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.***  

   Memorial Day Service - Saturday, May 23 @ 10:00*** 

   WPRA & Lions Club Parking Lot Sale - May 30*** 

   Jamboree - Saturday, Jun 6*** 

Location:   *City Hall  **United Disciples Christian Church ***See Article 

WPRA News  2 - 3 

City News 4 - 6 

School News 8 - 9 

Around the Town  10 - 11 

Whatõs Happeninõ 
Next/Military  

12 - 13 

Remember When 14 - 15 

Officers  16 

April 2009 

West Peoria News 

West Peoria Street Department  

Published by the West Peoria Residentsõ Association 

   The winter season always provides driving 

challenges for central Illinois.  The winter of 2008-

2009 was no exception.  The West Peoria Street 

Departmentõs two full-time and two part-time 

employees were well-prepared and responded 

quickly to each weather challenge. 

   In 2008-2009, the street department crew plowed 

the streets a total of 28 times.  They spread 350 tons 

of salt on the 

West Peoria 

streets.  This 

was half as 

much salt 

that was 

spread in 

2007-2008.  

B e s i d e s 

using less 

salt, the 

street department experienced no problems with 

equipment in 2008-2009.  

   Late on December 26 and early on December 27, 

a black ice storm hit our area.  Most people were 

unaware of it.  After the West Peoria streets had been 

cleared, Henry Strube heard a 911 call for help.  

The Farmington Road hill was impassable.  There 

were cars, including a police car, stuck on the hill.  

The 911 dispatcher could not get the county highway 

or the state to respond.  Henry took it upon himself 

to take the truck, full of salt, and back up the hill to 

spread the salt.  Everyone got out without wrecking 

their cars.   

   Within an hour, Lt. Gaa called and complimented 

Henry on a great job and wanted to make sure the 

city knew how much the county appreciated his 

efforts.   

   The residents of West Peoria (& Peoria) again 

benefited from a first class snow removal crew.   

Kyle Horner & Henry Strube 



Living is Best...to the West of Peoria! Page 2  

 

 

WPRA News 

dors for $15 for an eight-foot by four-foot area. Ta-

bles will be provided for vendors. This highly visible 

spot on a well-traveled West Peoria street attracted 

many people last year despite the rainy weather. 

   This sale provides a chance to earn some extra 

cash by selling stuff for which you no longer have 

and use to a new ownerñwithout the hassle and 

cost of advertising.  Available space is limited.   

   Contact Loretta Fehl at 637-0326 or Carolyn 

McCarter at 673-6207 for further details.   

Presidentõs Corner  

     by David Pittman 

   West Peoria will be losing 

a very valuable asset to our 

community by the end of 

May 2009.  The United Dis-

ciple Christian Church, 

which has been located on 

Kellogg and Cedar Streets 

for over 99 years, has 

served our city in many 

ways.  As a part of many 

neighborhood activities, this 

church has served as a gra-

cious hostñat no costñto 

the Boy Scout Troop and 

Pack 11, as the location for 

West Peoriaõs Flag-Raising 

Ceremony following the Fourth of July parade, as a 

library facility open to our community, and as sup-

port for other WPRA events. 

   West Peorians will find it difficult to say ògoodbyeó 

to such devoted friends of our community.  To each 

member of this congregation, the WPRA wishes to 

express sincere thanks for all their past efforts and to 

offer our hope that grace will follow them in their 

new endeavors. 

   In keeping with its history as a good neighbor, the 

United Disciple Christian Church has asked the West 

Peoria City Council to suggest ideas as to how this 

building could continue to serve our community.  

Some possibilities already brought forth are use as a 

senior center or library.  If any of our readers have 

other suggestions or wish to be involved in any way, 

please contact me or any WPRA board member. 

   The guest speaker at the April 16 West Peoria Resi-

dentsõ Association meeting will be Norine George of 

Single Parents United.  Her non-profit organization 

seeks to provide support to single parents on a wide 

variety of issues, including teen influences, school 

issues, and parenting tips.  She will give a ten-minute 

presentation followed by discussion. 

   On Saturday, May 30, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., the 

WPRA and the Lions Club will be sponsoring the sec-

ond annual Parking Lot Sale.  It will be held on the 

John Deal Insurance Company parking lot on Ster-

ling Avenue. 

   This year we will be renting out space to other ven-

West Peoria Welcome Wagon 

   The West Peoria Welcome Wagon is often a new 

residentõs first introduction to this community where 

òliving to the west is bestó because of its small town 

atmosphere but big city amenities. 

   The West Peoria Residentsõ Association would like 

to add items to the welcome packet that is delivered 

to new residents who have chosen to make West 

Peoria their new home.  Any suggestions for these 

additions (business flyers, coupons, words of advice, 

etc.) would be graciously welcomed.  

   Please contact Beth Gilbert at 309-

339 -9731 or email her at 

vp2@westpeoriaresidents.org with 

any ideas for improving the Wel-

come Wagon packet.   

The American Flag donations are used to purchase 

flags for the light poles.  Thank you to all the resi-

dents who have contributed this past year. 

mailto:vp2@westpeoriaresidents.org
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West Peoria News - Help Wanted 

   The West Peoria News committee always wel-

comes suggestions for articles and stories.  We are 

especially interested in receiving ideas and/or new 

writers to provide us with stories relating to West 

Peoria history.  If there are any West Peoria activities 

or organizations that are not represented in the West 

Peoria News, please inform any committee member 

(see the back page for contact information).   Any-

one interested in helping with the publication of the 

West Peoria News, please contact a committee 

member.   

WPRA 2009 Membership  

The West Peoria Residentsõ Association now has 156 memberships for 2009.  Although all residents receive 

the West Peoria News, we wish to thank our members whose dues help to finance this publication and other 

WPRA projects.  The WPRA cordially invites all West Peorians to attend our meetings and to become active in 

carrying out projects that benefit our community. 

McAtee, Bob & Pat 

McBride, Sharon 

McGrew, Millicent R. 

McMurray, Lou 

McWhirter, Revina 

Meismer, Jerry & Sue 

Menke, Jerome 

Meyers, Nancy & Rick 

Montgomery, Robt. & Allison 

Moore, Maggie 

Morris, Marty & Sandi 

Nelson, Dale & Maggie 

Nixon, Betty 

Ogden, Joann & Glenn 

Ohl, Roger & Kathleen 

Onyun, Jim & Margaret 

Osmulski, G. 

Palmer, Bruno 

Pascual, Lourdes L. 

Payne, Lillian 

Persich, Tom & Mennie 

Phenix, Muriel B. 

Pilon, Susan 

Pittman, David 

Powell, John & Diane 

Quine, Wanda 

Reid, Carol 

Reinhart, Rolland & Janet 

Roberts, Dave 

Roberts, Phillip 

Roggy, Gerald 

Roos, Ronald & Guydeen 

Rose, Bud & Margaret 

Ruppman, JoAnn & Fam. 

Ruckle, Mary 

Ruhaak, Pat  

Ruscheinski, Isidor & Ingrid 

Sample, Jerry & Linda 

Sarver, Kathleen 

Schmidt, Dean 

Schwindenhammer, David & Jane 

Scott, Robert & Victoria 

Seabeck, Beverly 

Shane, Eleanor 

Shaw Family 

Shepherd, Don & Cassie 

Sikes, Sandra 

Sisters of St. Francis 

Sonnemaker, R. Steve 

Stecher Sr., Robert & Carol 

Stecher, Jim & Mary 

Steinbach, Betty Jean 

Stotler, Kathi Ann 

Stuff, Mary Evelyn 

Strassburger, Robert 

Sutter, Terry  & Cyndy 

Szabados, Marvin & Judy 

Terrini, Joseph Mr. & Mrs. 

Thierer, Joe & Sue 

Thomas, Hazel A. 

Titus, Jack E. 

Tockes,  Alice D. 

Tracy, George & Jean 

Trammel, Pauletta F. 

Venzon, John & Mary 

Vinovich, Marty 

Wagner, Wm. & Sandra 

Walker, Pat & Bev 

Walters, Michael & Lindsey 

Webber, Rebecca M. 

Wehrli, Richard & Christine 

White, Brian & Nancy 

Wiersema, Theodore & Suzanne  

Willadsen, Marge 

Williamson, Jack & Betty 

Witkowski, Charles & Barbara 

Wolford, Andrea 

Wright, Adell 

   
 

 
 

 

 

SENIOR YOGA ~ THURSDAYS 1-2 PM 

TAMMY MITCHELL  
309.231.YOGA 
tammy@headingom.com 
myspace.com/omontherange 

LISA ZELL                                                    
309.224.8805                                             
lisa@headingom.com  

Heading OM Yoga Studio 

2619 West Heading Avenue 

Suite 318 Woodridge Professional Building 

West Peoria, Illinois 61604 

www.headingom.com 

Aitken,  Mary E. 

Allison, Jackie 

Anders,Marilyn/Morse, Dan 

Andrews, George & Sandra 

Applegren, Theresa 

Archer, Robert & Cynthia 

Baker, Dorothy 

Beetler, Earl & Janet 

Blanco, Dorothy 

Blimling, Barbara  

Bobell,Jo/Brashars, Wiley 

Bonner, Peggy 

Boyer, Patricia 

Brady, John & Mary Ellen 

Bromley, Pat & Deb 

Budd, Robert J. 

Burdett, Patricia 

Carson, Max & Nancy 

Carter, Marlene 

Caughey,Connie/Dries, Jack 

Colgan, Gerald & Phyllis 

Cook, Wm. & Muriel 

Crews, Sharon 

Crotz, Bingo 

Daily, Dolores 

Daily, Joan 

Daily, Madalyne 

Davis, Robert F.  

Deal, John & Trudy 

Demmin, Elsie 

Dempsey, Lynn E. 

DeSutter, Robt. & Sandy 

Dillon, Jimmy 

Dohm Jr., Leroy 

Dozard, Geneva 

Dutro, Bertha 

Dutro, Gary & Sandy 

Eaton, James & Florence 

Eckstein, Ronald & Ethel 

Ehringer, Elmer Mr. &  Mrs. 

Endres, John W. 

Evans, Mary 

Faries, Trudy 

Farrell, Bonnie 

Fehl, Jim & Jan 

Fehl, Walt & Loretta 

Getz, John & Christy 

Gilbert, Beth 

Glasper, Janice 

Gorman, Ellen 

Hanks, Kim & Joe 

Harris, Tracy K. 

Hayden, Jim & Judy 

Heintz, Steve & Judy 

Hesh, Tyler & Donna 

Hubble, John M.  

Humkey, Henry 

Hutcheson, Mariam 

Ingolia, Ann E. 

Jackson, Earl & Denise 

Johnson, Beth & Ryan 

Jones, Charles & Louise 

Jones, Orvillene B. 

Keller, Michael & Elisa 

Kennedy, Sharon 

Kilgus, Judy 

Kleist, Randy & Marilyn 

Knapp, Sharon 

Knebel-Barden,  D.M. 

Koch, Donald 

Kroll, Tom & Karen 

Landes, Major & Ruth 

Lane, Ruth 

Leman, Nora E. 

Lermack, Paul & Annette 

Linehan, Barbara 

Maras, Don & Shirley 

Martindale, Rick & Jan 

mailto:tammy@headingom.com
http://www.myspace.com/omontherange
mailto:lisa@headingom.com
http://www.headingom.com/
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City News  

Election Day  

   Election Day is Tuesday, April 7, from 6 a.m. to 7 

p.m. West Peorians will vote for four aldermen for 

WP City Council and WP Township Officials.  All 

races are uncontested.  Aldermen for Wards 1, 2, 

and 3 are running for reelection.  Ward 4 candidate, 

Andrew OõNeill, is running to fill the position now 

held by Phillip Roberts.   

  WP City Council Candidates are: 

Ward 1 ð Leroy Dohm 

Ward 2 ð Jerome (Jerry) Meismer 

Ward 3 ð Brian Ganson 

Ward 4 ð Andrew (Andy) OõNeill 

  WP Township Official Candidates are: 

Township Supervisor - Robert DeSutter 

Township Clerk - James C.  (Jimmy) Dillon 

Tax Collector - Imelda Kelch 

Trustees - Kelly Abraham, James Flynn,  

  Marsha Miller, Sharon Kennedy 

  Polling places for the city of West Peoria are: 

Wards 1 and 2 - 

  West Peoria City Garage, 1322 N. Hillside  Ave 

Wards 3 and 4 -  

  Franciscan Recreation Center, 908 N. Sterling        

   Also, remember that voters will be asked to vote on 

the issue of a sales tax to fund public facilities.  Ac-

cording to Peoria County Board Member James Dil-

lon, the referendum will read, òTo pay for public fa-

cility purposes shall the County of Peoria be author-

ized to impose an increase on its share of local sales 

tax by Ĳ%.ó  This increase would mean that a con-

sumer would pay an additional 25 cents in sales tax 

for every $100 of tangible retail purchases.   This tax 

increase will be used to fund the construction of the 

museum in downtown Peoria. 

   The City Clerk and the West Peoria News say, 

òDonõt forget to exercise your right to vote.ó   

A Letter From Mayor Dillon 

March 16, 2009 

    

To Whom It May Concern: 

  

I am writing this letter in response to citizen requests 

for some endpoint on the once-proposed Oxbow 

development on Heading Avenue, and because cer-

tain business owners have approached me regarding 

what are becoming some shabby looking signs 

about Oxbow. 

 

Right now, there is no valid application on file for the 

City to vote down.  Should one ever be filed, I seri-

ously doubt, in my opinion, that a majority of the 

current Council would vote in favor of one seeking 

approval of what was proposed long ago. It has 

been many months since there has been any contact 

from Oxbow, and, especially in light of the current 

economic situation, I would be very surprised to ever 

hear from them again. 

  

The business owners who approached me asked me 

to forward their request that the signs be taken down 

because they are appearing worn and relate to an 

issue that hasnõt come to pass.  These owners think 

this is bad for their West Peoria businesses.  Whether 

you take the signs down or not is for each of you to 

decide individually. You are not being threatened 

with fines or other City action if you donõt take them 

down. 

  

Please carefully consider this request from these busi-

nesses, your fellow West Peoria citizens, and decide 

how to proceed.   

    

Very truly yours, 

   James R. Dillon, Mayor 
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Regional Retail Study 

   The Economic Development Council for Central 

Illinois (EDC) has recently hired the consulting firm of 

Teska and Associates, Inc., to perform a retail study 

of several sites throughout the central Illinois region.  

Two sites in West PeoriañWestern Avenue and 

Farmington Roadñ will be included in the study.   

   The study, the first in this region involving partici-

pants from multiple municipal governments, will in-

clude information regarding the retail potential for 

each targeted development/redevelopment site, pro-

vide customer profiles, and then make recommenda-

tions as to specific retailers that meet local custom-

ersõ demand. 

   Furthermore, the retail studyñwhich will provide 

the information needed to attract successful retail 

effortsñwill provide leakage analyses and prepare 

custom marketing packages for targeted retailers. 

   The study will develop focused strategies tailored 

to the unique circumstances of the sites and their re-

spective communities.  The consulting firm will ac-

complish these goals by working with communities to 

help to devise strategies to attract and retain retail 

businesses.  The firm will work to understand the 

needs of both residents and businesses to provide 

economic development opportunities for the commu-

nities involved. 

   A panel of West Peoria residents, business owners, 

community leaders, and staff participated in the kick-

off meeting.  The second phase will include inter-

views with key people and identification of trade ar-

eas for each site.  The study is scheduled to be com-

pleted by May. 

City News  

To view additional information about 

city meetings and the completed text  

of city ordinances, visit  

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com   

Curbside Trash Pickup 

   Beginning April 6, 2009, all trash pickup will be 

curbside (with the exception of a few that are inac-

cessible for curbside pickup).  Trash pickup will no 

longer be in alleys.  Residents affected by this change 

will be notified by Waste Management before April 

6. 

   Now that spring is on its way, many residents will 

be cleaning up their yards.  Landscape Waste Pickup 

begins on April 3 (always the first Friday in April). 

Pickup will be every Friday at the curb only.  This ser-

vice is included in residentsõ Waste Management bill. 

   All residents are responsible for keeping their sec-

tion of alleyways free of trash and to see that grass is 

mowed and that weeds are trimmed at all times.  

Residents are asked to be sure their section of alley-

ways are clear of branches, weeds, trash, etc.  Also, 

be sure to clean up after pets because animal waste 

attracts rats and other rodents.   

General Information 

   Stay informed about what is happening In West 

Peoria by checking out the city calendar at 

www.cityofwestpeoria.com.  The calendar shows all 

dates for city meetings, events, and much more. 

   All city council and city committee meetings are 

held at the West Peoria City Hall on Rohmann, and 

the public is encouraged to attend. 

   New residents may pick up a Welcome Packet at 

City Hall Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. 

   Anyone wishing to make a complaint or to report a 

code violation, please email to: code-

zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com or phone: 674-1993. 

    All information is confidential.  Residents can re-

port violations without giving their names.   

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/new_ordinances.asp
http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/
mailto:code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com
mailto:code-zoning@cityofwestpeoria.com
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Jehan Gordon - West Peoria Office Hours 

    Starting on March 6, State Representative Jehan 

Gordon has established satellite office hours at West 

Peoria City Hall (2506 W. Rohmann) on the first Fri-

day of every month from 9 to 11 a.m.  During this 

time period, Gordon or members of her staff will be 

available to meet with constituents. 

   Gordon represents the 92nd District, which in-

cludes all or portions of Peoria, Peoria Heights, West 

Peoria, Bartonville, Edwards, Norwood, Kickapoo 

and Bellevue. 

   For more information, call Gordon at 681-1992. 

Contact West Peoria City Hall (674-1993) 

with any questions, comments, or concerns. 

City News  

City Clerk 

   The city of West Peoria hosted a meeting of the 

Central Illinois Municipal Clerks on February 11 at 

Sky Harbor Steakhouse.  West Peoriaõs City Clerk, 

Carol Stephens, said that the event was enjoyable 

and well-attended.   

Residential Paint Reimbursement Program 

  Funds for the Residential Paint Reimbursement Pro-

gram are still available.  This program offers reim-

bursement of paint costs to residents who wish to 

paint the exterior of their homes or accessory struc-

tures. (sheds, storage units, or garages). 

   Reimbursement will be granted for exterior paint 

only. Participants who purchase paint in the city of 

West Peoria will receive reimbursement of 50 percent 

of total paint costs, up to a maximum of $250. If the 

paint is not purchased in West Peoria, the maximum 

amount reimbursed will be 30 percent of the total 

paint costs, up to $250.   

   Paint is available in West Peoria at Ace Hardware 

at 2504 W. Rohmann Avenue. Reimbursement of 

receipts will be received upon completion of a pro-

ject. 

   Residents can pick up a copy of the program 

guidelines and an application at West Peoria City 

Hall, 2506 W. Rohmann Avenue. They are also 

a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  C i t y  W e b s i t e : 

www.cityofwestpeoria.com.  Call City Hall at 674-

1993 for answers to any questions about this pro-

gram.   

http://www.cityofwestpeoria.com/
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School News 

St. Mark School 

      St. Mark School (711 N. Underhill, Peoria) is 

currently taking registration for the 2009-2010 

school year.  

   The school offers classes from preschool for three 

and four-year-olds through the eighth grade. 

   For more information, contact the school office at 

676-7131 between 7:15 a.m. and 4 p.m. or visit the 

website at http://www.saint-mark.net/ 

Calvin Coolidge  

  A group of Calvin Coolidge students will be partici-

pating in a òPeoria Beautiful Projectó on Saturday, 

April 18, from 9 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  They will be 

picking up litter in the neighborhoods in the vicinity 

of the school.  Depending on the number of workers 

and the time available, the cleanup efforts might be 

expanded beyond the immediate vicinity of the 

school.   

  The òPeoria Beautiful Projectó will provide bags and 

gloves for thirty workers.  Anyone who would like to 

help these students, please contact Angie Robinson, 

Calvin Coolidge School 672-6506 or an-

gela.robinson@psd150.org. 

   Calvin Coolidge students are also planning to par-

ticipate in the West Peoria Cleanup Day on April 25.   

http://www.saint-mark.net/

